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A Note on Sources and Methods 
This account gives priority to primary sources - city commission minutes and correspondence, 

ordinances and resolutions, warranty deeds, Sanborn fire-insurance maps, the Kansas Adjutant 

General’s biennial reports and General Orders, the surviving 1941 drawings, and contemporaneous 

issues of the St. Marys Star - and treats secondary, promotional, and recollected sources as 

subordinate to them. Newspapers are read as partisan and commercial evidence. Statements drawn 

from microfilm or from photographed pages by optical character recognition are identified as such, 

and where the original image has not been re-examined, they are presented with appropriate 

caution. Publication dates are distinguished from the dates of the events reported. Recollections 

and oral testimony are attributed to the speaker and are treated as reliable only for what the speaker 

directly experienced. Dollar figures are checked against the ledgers and records in which they 

appear and are labeled gross, estimated, projected, or final accordingly. Throughout, cautious 

terms such as “reported,” “appears,” and “eligible” carry their ordinary historical meaning, and 

questions the surviving record does not settle are flagged rather than smoothed over. 

Acknowledgments 
This history draws on firsthand sourcing and recollections contributed by Street Superintendent 

Bob Schindler, and on the records of the City of St. Marys. Responsibility for the interpretation, 

and for any error that remains, rests with the author. 
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For more than eighty years, the limestone armory at 110 South Fifth Street has stood as one of St. 
Marys' most recognizable local landmarks. Built with WPA labor and local commitment during 
the Second World War, it was designed from the outset to serve two purposes at once - a permanent 
home for the Kansas National Guard and a public hall for dances, elections, meetings, fundraisers, 
commerce, and celebrations. Its civic life, in fact, began before the local Guard unit took up 
postwar occupancy: the battery was away in federal service when the building was completed, and 
the town was already using the hall. Today, as the George J. Perry Memorial Armory, it carries 
both histories at once: the military story of a town that fought to win and keep a Guard unit, and 
the more recent civic story of a community with competing interests openly debating the building's 
future when the Guard moved on. This history, reconstructed from city commission minutes, City 
Hall correspondence, Sanborn maps, Guard records, public meetings, interviews, private papers, 
and the pages of the St. Marys Star, follows that long transformation from borrowed quarters and 
leased horse barns to a permanent armory and, finally, to a renewed public gathering place. 

Winning the Guard, 1921-1923 
The armory’s story begins with a unit, not a building. On November 1, 1921, as part of the 

nationwide reorganization of the National Guard under the National Defense Act of 1920, Kansas 

converted and redesignated its former 2d Infantry Regiment as the 161st Field Artillery, assigned 

to the 35th Division. Guard units were deliberately scattered among Kansas towns to aid recruiting 

and maintain community ties, and competition for the limited number of unit allotments was 

fierce.1 

On February 8, 1923, the St. Marys Star carried a headline few residents expected: “St. Marys Will 

Boast National Guard Company.” The town, the paper reported, had been “offered a leading unit 

in the National Guards of Kansas” - Headquarters Battery of the 161st Field Artillery - and “it has 

accepted.” The unit was, in the Star’s words, “wrested” from Pittsburg, Kansas, one of only ten 

Guard sections then allotted in the state, and St. Marys counted itself “particularly favored” to land 

the regiment’s Headquarters Battery under its colonel, M. R. McLean of Topeka. Floyd A. 

Johnson, a St. Marys man holding a Reserve lieutenant’s commission, was in charge of the 

recruiting; thirty-four young men had already signed toward an authorized strength of forty-six. 

Two railroad carloads of equipment were on the way - uniforms, fifty-three pistols, a Dodge 

touring car, and “numerous carts and cooking layouts” - and a government armory was to be set 

up in a building in town. The Star tallied the prize in practical terms: each guardsman would draw 

$1.25 for a weekly drill, a dollar of it from the federal government and a quarter from the state. 

The paper treated the payroll as a local economic benefit, reporting $500 a month in one account 

and ten thousand dollars a year in another, though the simple drill-pay arithmetic alone does not 

explain the larger monthly figure. The Board of City Commissioners, for its part, “extended moral 

support to the movement.”2 

That word “wrested” had real history behind it. Through 1921 and 1922 the state’s adjutant 

general, Brigadier General Charles I. Martin, parceled the new 161st Field Artillery’s batteries out 

among Kansas towns - firing batteries went to Salina, Ottawa, Lyons, Olathe, Fort Scott, and 

Arkansas City - while the regiment’s headquarters and supporting units stayed unplaced, promised 

to whichever communities organized last. Martin courted the larger southeastern towns himself. 

In January 1922 he urged Pittsburg to take a unit, calling the headquarters detachment, with its 

band, one of the most attractive on offer, and warning that the federal payroll would go elsewhere: 
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“If Pittsburg doesn’t get this advantage,” he said, “other cities will.” Pittsburg, courted alongside 

Fort Scott - which organized its own Battery E - never closed the deal. St. Marys did. By February 

1923 the little Pottawatomie County town had landed the Headquarters Battery the bigger cities 

let slip, which is why its paper could boast of a unit “wrested from Pittsburg.”3 

Guard life quickly became a fixture of the town’s weekly news. The Star’s recurring “Battery 

Bombs” column chronicled drill nights, inspections, smokers, and summer encampments at Camp 

Snyder, along with less flattering items, such as the April 1923 report that the rented armory had 

been broken into and military materials stolen. The unit’s hold on the town was not guaranteed, 

however. In March 1926 the Star warned that the battery remained under strength and could be 

moved if its quota was not met; a recruiting rally led by the town’s businessmen followed, and by 

April the paper could report that “Guards Will Remain Here.” Official Kansas National Guard 

directories confirm that Headquarters Battery, 161st Field Artillery, was stationed at St. Marys by 

June 1928 and remained there in 1930.  

The town’s commitment took concrete form between the wars, on two separate footprints. Sanborn 

maps now make the arrangement clearer. The unit’s downtown drill quarters - the “government 

armory” the Star had described in 1923, and the rented hall broken into that April - was a stone 

building with a raised skylight and a concrete drill floor on the south side of Bertrand Street 

between Sixth and Seventh streets. The 1927 Sanborn fire-insurance map labels it “Headquarters 

161st F.A., K.N.G.”; the corrected 1938 Sanborn map labels the same site simply “Armory.” The 

Star also recorded a relocation of the leased downtown quarters: the K.N.G. armory was to move 

into the Bronson Building - the former U.S. 40 garage (Note 37), beside the Conlan Building where 

the unit had quartered for more than a decade, under a one-year lease at thirty dollars a month, 

taken for larger space, effective October 1.  

The horse facilities were separate and fit Riverside Park’s older race-track timeline: after the 1903 

flood, the Old Fair Grounds were remodeled, and by 1904 the park had a new grandstand and race 

track; in 1905 local businessmen organized what became the St. Marys Race Meet Association. 

By 1931, after organized race meets had ended, the city leased the State two barns on the east end 

of the old race-track grounds for twenty-five dollars a month, agreeing to keep the barns and corral 

- stabling and yard for the battery’s horses - in good repair. And well before federal money made 

a real armory possible, the commission petitioned the President directly for one, offering to donate 

a site.4 

The Long Road to a Building, 1936-1940 
The unit drilled for more than a decade in rented quarters, and by the mid-1930s the arrangement 

was wearing thin, just as the New Deal opened an unexpected door. The frustration reached the 

top of the state’s military establishment: in his report to Governor Alf M. Landon dated July 1, 

1934, the Adjutant General, Brigadier General Milton R. McLean, granted that the Guard had won 

high ratings for training yet warned that its officers and men had been “severely handicapped by 

lack of suitable state-owned armories,” and urged that “some provision should be made, when 

general financial conditions improve, to start a building program.” The Works Progress 

Administration - renamed the Work Projects Administration in 1939 but still commonly called the 

WPA - was created under the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935 and made federal labor 

available for public buildings, including National Guard armories, provided the local sponsor 
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furnished the site and a share of materials. Kansas’ Adjutant General secured $750,000 in WPA 

armory funds for the state in 1936.5 

The push had a public face before the commission acted. In 1935, with word that Washington 

would build armories in Guard towns that donated a site and showed local will, more than fifty St. 

Marys business people met at city hall, pledged to furnish the ground, and sent letters and telegrams 

to the President, the Secretary of War, the state’s senators and congressman, and Assistant 

Secretary of War Harry Woodring - the effort backed by the Chamber of Commerce, the city 

commission, the township board, Headquarters Battery and its military committee, and a roster of 

fraternal and civic orders, among them the Knights of Columbus, the Masons, the Modern 

Woodmen, the Literary Club, and the Order of the Eastern Star. St. Marys moved fast. At a special 

meeting on the morning of January 20, 1936, Commissioners Higgins, Urbansky, and McEnroe 

met “for the purpose of deciding the question as whether the city would furnish a site for a proposed 

National Guard Armory to be built with WPA funds.” The resolution they adopted - approved 

January 27 over the signature of Mayor H. F. Higgins and attested by City Clerk M. E. Coleman - 

noted that the WPA had made armories possible in cities with Guard units, that “the unit of the 

Kansas National Guard now located in St. Marys is badly in need of an armory building,” and 

resolved that the city would furnish a suitable site “at no cost to the federal government.”6 

Plans took shape on paper that year. A 1936 Star account described a proposed one-story armory, 

probably of stone, about 115 by 120 feet with a clay-floored drill hall, estimated at $24,998, and 

reported that presidential approval had reached twenty-eight Kansas armory sites, with WPA 

officials to choose among them by cost and the supply of skilled labor; Capt. Charles Carr was 

quoted as confident the town would have its building within eighteen months, while a rival WPA 

formula that would have made each Guard town carry about a quarter of the cost - roughly $5,600 

locally - drew a cooler reception. The state program imposed a strict $650 man-year cost ceiling 

that most single-unit armory proposals could not meet, and Kansas initially prioritized projects at 

Hiawatha and Horton. The St. Marys armory slipped into a five-year limbo. The idea resurfaced 

periodically: in August 1938 the commission discussed an armory among possible WPA projects 

after a State Planning Board letter urged the city to sponsor one. By 1940, with war in Europe and 

national defense spending accelerating, the effort revived in earnest. In March 1940 the 

commission, prompted by F. A. Miller of the Chamber of Commerce’s Military Committee, 

arranged to discuss “the Armory situation in St. Marys” with Adjutant General Milton R. McLean, 

who had taken command of the 161st Field Artillery back in 1923. That spring also brought a 

federal inspector to town: in April 1940 the Chamber’s military committee met Col. Paul 

McFarland, an assistant to the Adjutant General, at the armory for Headquarters Battery’s 

semiannual inspection, a sixty-man unit then worth about $12,000 a year to the local payroll. 

Housing the battery had been a problem for years, and McFarland warned that the aging Bronson 

Building might be condemned; he pressed the city to build, citing plain WPA armories raised 

elsewhere for under $14,000 and all but self-liquidating once the State’s rent was counted, so that 

a bond issue might fall lightly on taxpayers. He added that the battery was in no immediate danger 

- an unfavorable report would bring a suspension of ninety days to six months and a reinspection 

before any transfer. City commissioners traveled to the Adjutant General’s office in Topeka that 

April, obtained a legal opinion on the city’s authority to build, and on October 7, 1940, adopted a 

resolution calling for construction of a National Guard Armory Building.7 
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Bonds, Mobilization, and Wartime Construction, 1941-1943 
Events now moved on two tracks at once. The Guardsmen themselves were called away: 

Headquarters Battery was mobilized with the Kansas National Guard for federal service in the 

winter of 1940 - 41 and departed for Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and the Star’s wartime columns 

followed the battery through camp life and the rumor mill. In a letter home that spring, the battery’s 

commanding officer, Captain Charles A. Carr, knocked down reports that the unit was bound for 

the Caribbean or Brazil, relaying instead a training schedule that ran through August to the Army’s 

September maneuvers in the Sabine River country of Louisiana - and adding a line the home front 

was glad to read: “The drawing of the new armory has shown us that St. Marys is proud of her 

Battery, and is proving it in a grand way.” The regiment the battery belonged to, the 161st Field 

Artillery, had been inducted into federal service on December 23, 1940, and would earn campaign 

credit across the European theater - Normandy, Northern France, the Rhineland, the Ardennes-

Alsace, and Central Europe. Meanwhile, at home, the city set about finally building the unit a 

home to come back to.8 

In January 1941 the WPA office in Topeka advised that the city’s armory proposal “could not be 

considered in its present form,” and the mayor traveled to Topeka to confer with WPA officials 

and the project architect, W. E. Glover. Walter Earl Glover was no amateur: born in Terre Haute, 

Indiana, in 1889, trained in the architectural department of the U.S. Navy during the First World 

War, he had practiced in Topeka since 1919 and would soon form the firm of Glover & Newcomb. 

His designs included the original Security Benefit Life Insurance building, the Charles M. Sheldon 

Community House, and Stormont Hospital in Topeka, and the Chi Omega sorority house at the 

University of Kansas, a working professional’s hand behind the small-town armory. On February 

17, 1941, the commission adopted a resolution declaring it in the city’s best interests to erect a 

National Guard armory and to issue $11,000 in bonds as the city’s share of the WPA proposal, 

with Ordinance No. 549 calling a special bond election (republished as Ordinance No. 550 on 

March 10 after a notice error). On March 15, 1941, the Adjutant General confirmed the stakes in 

writing: the state intended to keep a National Guard unit in St. Marys if an acceptable building 

could be provided. On April 7, 1941, the voters settled the question. At a special election held 

alongside the regular city election, the armory bonds carried overwhelmingly - 264 votes to 17, 

with two more ballots void or blank - and the commission, sitting as a board of canvassers two 

days later, declared the issue passed. The terms were favorable: the city fielded a tentative offer 

for the $11,000 issue from the Columbian Securities Company of Topeka at 1.5 percent, against 

the 4.5 percent its older debt carried, and chose to buy $6,000 of its own bonds out of municipal 

surplus as an investment, trimming the share that might fall to a tax levy. Through April the city 

acquired the armory lots - later adding additional ground at the WPA’s request, the Rodenbaugh 

lot and house just east, bought from Matt and Chris Rodenbaugh for $1,000, which enlarged the 

site to about 150 by 150 feet for a building of roughly 85 by 130 feet - established an Armory 

Building Fund, and passed Ordinance No. 551 authorizing site acquisition and construction. 

Federal records carry the project as WPA O.P. No. 65-82-3002, “Construct an Armory building,” 

Pottawatomie County, Kansas.9 

The site was a pair of vacant lots at Fifth and Palmer belonging to Steve Costello - the ground of 

his old livery stable, razed a few years before and lately used as a Chevrolet used-car lot - which 

the city had contracted to buy for $500, subject to the bond vote - two fifty-foot lots giving a 
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hundred-foot frontage on Fifth Street. Announcing the deal that February, the Star put the proposed 

structure at $51,275 - of which the WPA was to carry about 76 percent, roughly $38,875 - and 

reminded readers that the armory bonds would be the town’s first municipal bond issue by ballot 

in two decades; the last had been the 1921 Riverside Park improvement bonds. The vote was still 

expected then on Monday, March 17, the date the notice error would soon reset.9 

By late February the architect was reporting his progress to the commission directly. In a letter the 

Star printed with the bond election about two weeks off, W. E. Glover wrote that he had gone over 

the revised preliminary plans with Adjutant General McLean, who approved the size and layout 

and asked for only one change - that the Small Arms and Ammunition Vault be moved up out of 

the damp basement to the first floor. Glover had provided a large garage in the basement with a 

driveway in from the east street, and had rearranged the east entrance and stairway to make room 

for a kitchen; the WPA’s Washington approval, he reported, was in hand, with the project engineer, 

L. F. Whearty, “anxious to get the project started just as soon as the bonds are voted.” He proposed 

to survey the site for its exact ground elevation before finishing the drawings.9 

The surviving 1941 drawings deepen that record. A St. Marys title block identifies the project as 

“National Guard Armory for the City of St. Marys, St. Marys, Kansas,” by W. E. Glover, Architect, 

of Topeka, and carries state file number 4102; the basement sheet is Drawing No. R-1 and reads 

July 24, 1941. The plan shows a working lower level with garage, boiler room, shop space, supply 

room, dirt fill, stairs, a purpose-built rifle range, and a small arms and ammunition vault. 

Companion details show the original Kansas National Guard frontage - raised stainless-steel 

lettering above the entrance, a flagpole, and a curved entrance feature - while a separate ashlar 

sheet lays out the limestone wall pattern stone by stone.9 

Building an armory in wartime proved an education in scarcity. The original plans, drawn in the 

early 1940s, estimated the cost at about $55,000, the great majority of it to be carried by the WPA. 

Ground was broken in April 1941, and one account reported sixty-five men at work that first 

summer. That figure may represent the total project workforce rather than WPA workers on site at 

one time; state preservation documentation for the Kansas armories separately describes St. Marys 

and Hiawatha as using up to 50 WPA workers at a time. Then the war arrived, and with it, shortages 

and delays. The City Hall correspondence files from 1941 and 1942 record a running battle for 

materials: applications to Washington for federal priority ratings, copper service pipe obtainable 

only in twenty-foot lengths, Sloan flush valves requiring their own priority authority, and supplier 

letters proposing substitutions because specified fixtures simply could not be had. By 1942 the 

War Production Board had denied priority on roughly $800 of plumbing - showers, toilets, a hot-

water tank, floor drains, and a pump for water seeping into the basement by the truck drive-in - 

and City Manager M. E. Coleman wrote the board that the project had begun more than a year 

earlier at the Adjutant General’s urging. Heating bids came in during the summer of 1941 (Sheahan 

& Degan proposed a system for $4,193); electrical wiring was let to Mr. Shrake for $1,196.50; 

glass block, steel sash, and plumbing followed piece by piece. The walls came from close to home: 

under an April 1941 permit the city quarried their rock-faced limestone from the nearby Strosnider 

quarry at eight cents per perch of finished wall, and sent a sample to Kansas State College, which 

identified it as Fort Riley limestone and - warning of the stone’s softness and high absorption - 

urged good drainage to guard it against frost; sand and gravel came from tracts in Wabaunsee 

County and the Lucy Thorp land. The cornerstone went in late that year without ceremony, a 
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roughly six-hundred-pound block cut simply “Erected in 1941.” The city transferred money 

repeatedly from the Light Fund into the Armory Building Fund to keep the work moving - a step 

a September 1941 legal opinion endorsed, blaming the overrun on rising material costs, errors in 

the architect’s plans, and mid-course changes to the building, and noting that because state law 

barred issuing more bonds without a special act, the city could lawfully move surplus from its 

water and light fund into the armory fund. By July 1942 the roof was under construction, and the 

city (ever practical) wrote the Army’s Seventh Corps Area headquarters at Omaha, offering the 

new building as a wartime supply depot or office quarters and sending plans and a location map; 

Omaha paid the idea little attention, its officers replying that nothing could be decided until the 

structure was finished and available.10 

A set of surviving construction photographs, taken across the cold months as the work progressed, 

shows exactly what the town was getting for its effort. Masons laid rough-faced limestone block 

course by course along the street elevation, heavy timber falsework bracing the masonry over what 

would become the building’s big vehicle entrance, stacked stone waiting at the edge of the frame. 

Cross-braced wooden scaffolding ran the length of the walls as they climbed past head height, the 

window openings taking shape around wooden bucks. One frame looks back across a broad 

expanse of slab formwork - the future drill floor, bristling with reinforcing dowels - toward the 

rooflines and power poles of downtown St. Marys, a reminder that this was a civic building rising 

within sight of the commercial district, not a project on the edge of town it was meant to serve.11 

By the second wartime autumn the project was badly short of labor. The Star tracked the “flight 

of labor” from the corner at Fifth and Palmer as men left for better-paying war-construction work 

and the railroads: a force of about sixty in 1941 had fallen to nine by September 12, 1942, and to 

six not long after. Washington hastened the decline, cutting the armory’s labor program from a 

six-day, 48-hour week to four days of thirty hours on the reasoning that the building had “lost 

much of its military value,” while the semi-skilled men still on the job drew about 43 cents an hour 

in a season of extraordinary war wages. City Manager M. E. Coleman ran down what was left to 

do - rock coping, the two main floors, half the window glass still out of its frames, a stairway yet 

to be poured in concrete, interior woodwork, doors, insulation-board ceilings, plastering, and the 

last third of the plumbing - while the foreman, Joe Jeter, “striving manfully for a record of steady 

progress,” kept the job inching forward. The wartime price climbed with the delays: a building 

first figured at $51,275 to $55,000 was being projected at $90,000, then $100,000, with the city’s 

own outlay now estimated at $18,000 to $20,000 against the $11,000 the voters had bonded - 

“Uncle Sam,” as the paper put it, “bearing the balance.”10 

The building was finished in 1943, the last of the work done by a remnant crew - by then “silver- 

and gray-haired men,” the young long gone to war - at a final figure of about $85,000, a remarkable 

sum for a town whose own bonded share had been just $11,000, and a measure of how much 

federal labor and money the New Deal had poured into it. Hardwood floors were finished by Mr. 

McMillian of Wamego that spring. On April 29, 1943, the city mailed invitations to the dedication, 

and the St. Marys Star confirmed the public program on May 6. Ceremonies for the $85,000 

armory, arranged by E. C. Quigley, were to begin at 5 p.m. Saturday, May 8, on the west front 

lawn of the new structure at Fifth and Palmer, after Governor Andrew Schoeppel entered town at 

4 p.m. to be greeted by a nineteen-gun salute from an assault battery of four 75-millimeter guns. 

The forty-five-minute ceremony would open with the raising of the colors and the national anthem 
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and close with “God Bless America,” both rendered by the Jesuit seminary choir under its director, 

Charles Hunter, S.J. D. M. Sparks, president of the Chamber of Commerce, was to serve as master 

of ceremonies; the Rev. D. H. Conway, S.J., rector of St. Mary’s College, would give the 

invocation; Mayor G. C. Urbansky would welcome the crowd; state bond-sale chairman Evan 

Griffith would present local bond chair Regina Wolf; and Fred Coleman of the American Legion 

and Brig. Gen. M. R. McLean would precede the governor’s address. The day was also a townwide 

wartime spectacle, with Jeep and “Peep” rides for 25-cent war stamps, a Fort Riley Cavalry 

Replacement Center band concert at Union Pacific Park, medical and commando demonstrations 

at Sixth and Bertrand, a variety show, a neighborhood dance and bond-drive queen crowning that 

night, and military exhibits in the business district that ran from a life raft like Eddie 

Rickenbacker’s to a tire off a four-engine bomber, a mock block-buster bomb, a paratrooper’s 

parachute, and a mess unit sent by the 9th Armored Division. The final payment to the architect 

went out that July, and the commission insured the building for $5,000.12 

Garrison and Gathering Place, 1943-1948 
Even unfinished, the building had already begun its civilian life. In the late autumn of 1942, with 

the drill floor still bare and half the windows unglazed, eleven of the fourteen Boy Scouts of Troop 

94 came before the commission - their former scoutmaster, Pat Murray, speaking for them - to 

renew a request for a room of their own in the new armory, and the board, “cheerfully unanimous 

in its consent,” gave them an upstairs room to meet in each Monday night. Months before the 

armory was dedicated, the town had already begun treating it as its hall.13 

From the start the armory led a double life. Even before the war ended, the commission was 

fielding requests for its hall: the American Legion Auxiliary for Armistice Day in 1943, the 

Catholic Church bazaar, and in 1944 a lease of the basement to the Jones Alfalfa Milling Company, 

which used the space to repair its equipment. In 1945 and 1946 the commission wrestled - at 

meeting after meeting - with whether the schools could use the drill floor for basketball, and 

granted the Literary Club quarters for what would become library space. By 1948 the city was 

leasing the southwest first-floor room for government office space, a second-floor room to a 

medical detachment, and the basement to the Guard for a rifle range.13 

The Postwar Garrison and the Town’s Hall, 1948-1972 
The military tenancy had its turns. The postwar unit at the armory was Headquarters Company of 

the 174th Military Police Battalion - a unit a young St. Marys veteran named George Perry helped 

stand up around 1948, recruited as one of the first five men to start it (of which much more below). 

In October 1950, with the Korean War mobilization reshaping the Guard, the city received notice 

that the National Guard would vacate the armory. The break did not last: in October 1952 the 

Adjutant General reached the commission through a local intermediary, Everett Hart, to ask 

whether the building was available for reactivating a Guard unit in St. Marys, and the commission 

answered that it would be “pleased to enter into a contract again for the leasing of the armory.” 

Lease renewals with the State of Kansas then run like a drumbeat through the minutes for the next 

half century - $125 a month under a two-year lease in 1952, $175 by 1956, $300 rising to $330 in 

1972, and $450 a month by the mid-1970s, a figure still appearing on state rent vouchers in 1980 

and 1981. The thread surfaces one last time two decades later, when the city’s armory-rent ledger 

opens in 2005 with the State of Kansas: Guard lease payments of roughly $900 to $1,800 a month 
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account for the first seventeen receipts and $19,800 of the 2005 - 06 entries, the last accounting 

echo of the military tenancy. The arrangement was itself unusual: a 1946 account of the state’s 

armory situation noted that Kansas then owned just one armory outright, at Hiawatha, while the 

buildings at St. Marys, Lawrence, Cottonwood Falls, and Kingman had been built by their cities 

and rented to the State - which is why the lease renewals mattered so much to St. Marys’ budget. 

The unit’s identity shifted with the Guard’s postwar reorganizations: by 1960 the St. Marys 

Guardsmen formed part of Company C, 2nd Battle Group, 137th Infantry, a split unit shared with 

Holton, and the armory’s civil-defense role grew alongside its military one. After a tornado struck 

St. Marys on May 19, 1960, the company drew disaster duty, and a grateful mayor and commission 

drove to Holton to thank the soldiers who had helped. In 1965 the commission even discussed 

conveying the building to the State of Kansas outright in order to retain the unit, though the city’s 

continued role as lessor in later decades indicates the building remained municipal property.14 

Around the Guard’s drill schedule, the armory became the town’s all-purpose hall: high school 

homecoming and prom dances, the Twilight Twirlers square dance club, alumni reunions, FFA 

programs, Lions Club polio benefits, art exhibits, wedding receptions, election polling, and (in one 

1964 inquiry) a Topeka television station scouting it for Saturday night events. 

Aging Walls and the Fight to Keep the Unit, 1968 - 2006 
The building aged accordingly. The roof, a recurring problem in the file since leak complaints in 

1953, was fully replaced by Taylor Roofing in 1968 for $4,839 under a twenty-five-year bonded 

guarantee; an exterior wet-blast cleaning and silicone waterproofing proposal followed in 1969. In 

the mid-1980s the commission undertook major repairs to walls, ceiling, and floors, and in 1988 

briefly weighed - and declined to pursue - a new armory project altogether.15 

The 1990s brought the question facing small armory towns. As the Guard consolidated, St. Marys 

campaigned to keep its armory open, with the minutes recording support for the unit and a 1994 

requirement that it maintain a strength of fifty soldiers. The building soldiered on into a new 

century under transportation units: in 2002 the armory hosted Detachment 2 of the 778th 

Transportation Company, gained two full-time staff under Lieutenant Colonel Jane Harris, and 

received city-funded electrical and heating upgrades. By July 2004, however, the Kansas Adjutant 

General’s Department identified the St. Marys soldiers as a detachment of the 137th Transportation 

Company (Palletized Loading System), headquartered in Olathe; the same release noted that the 

unit had returned from Operation Iraqi Freedom on January 13, 2004, after service at Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina, with about twenty soldiers deployed to Iraq. A new membrane roof covering some 

12,000 square feet was installed in 2004. But the end of the military era was near. In July 2006 the 

National Guard asked the city for one final, three-month lease extension - July 1 through 

September 30, 2006 - in order to remove its property and vacate the building, with the St. Marys 

Guardsmen to be combined into other units. The commission approved the extension on the motion 

of Commissioner Perry, and by the end of September 2006, after roughly eighty-three years of 

Guard presence in St. Marys and sixty-three in the building, the military era was over.16 

From Armory to Community Building, 2006-2008 
The question of what to do with the armory occupied city business for the next two years. In the 

fall of 2006, the commission toured the building with the Citizen’s Advisory Committee, and the 

St. Marys Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) hosted an open house on December 10, 2006, that 
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drew more than a hundred residents; a Chamber survey found a clear majority wanted the building 

publicly owned and used. The Angelus Press, a local publishing house, expressed interest in 

leasing it, and at least one citizen offered to buy it outright. Through 2007 a Kansas State 

University business practicum studied the building’s market potential; the Chamber pressed a 

proposal to convert it into a community center; opponents circulated a petition against spending 

city money on renovation. Radon testing that fall confirmed high levels in the basement, and a 

mitigation project was completed in December 2007.17 

The question came to a head on September 18, 2007, at a hearing that filled the commission 

chamber. The Chamber’s proposal was a cost-sharing one: having gathered pledges, donations, 

and grants, the Chamber asked the city for roughly $125,000, the final share of a renovation that 

supporters said leveraged outside money at better-than-1.6-to-1. As one put it, the glass was 

already two-thirds full, and the city was being asked only for the last third, spread over three years. 

Speaker after speaker rose for the project. They spoke of the building’s hold on the town - “The 

armory has character, which other communities would just love to have,” one told the commission 

- and of plain practical need: a woman who had lived across the street for eighty-four years testified 

that the hall was the only storm shelter she had, the place she went “if there’s a tornado warning,” 

while others recalled the basketball and volleyball games and the exercise classes the closed 

building had once hosted and said they were sorry to see it shut. Several framed the question as 

one of arresting visible decline downtown; a local employer who worked in town without living 

there argued that amenities like a restored hall were what kept storefronts occupied and drew new 

residents. More than one speaker reminded the commission that the city’s own 1997 

comprehensive plan had already named a community center among the town’s needs. 

The opposition was just as serious, and its sharper arguments ran past taxes. One longtime resident, 

a former county commissioner in another state, warned that “all these nice things that only cost a 

few tax dollars seem to… quickly add up” and urged the city to sell the building rather than carry 

it. Others pressed on the terms of the deal: the Chamber, they noted, had declined to take a dollar-

a-year lease or to assume full responsibility for operating the hall and covering its costs, and no 

one had yet answered who would bear the city’s liability, or its ongoing expenses, once the work 

was done. How, one asked, did a taxpayer-subsidized public hall help the downtown merchants - 

or the churches - it would compete with for reception rentals? Some of those asking the city for 

money, opponents added, neither lived nor paid property taxes in St. Marys. The fairer course, 

several urged, was to table the question and study the economic impact rather than vote on “feel-

good benefits.” Skeptics offered evidence of their own: one held up Belvue, a town of about 256, 

which had lately raised some $160,000 in donated labor and materials to build a firehouse and 

community center, as proof St. Marys could do the same without city money - though a supporter 

countered that Belvue had also drawn state grants. Other uses were floated, among them a low-

staffed Oregon Trail interpretive center to draw visitors and a little revenue.  

When the commissioners finally voted, they split. On a motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded 

by Commissioner Perry, the commission voted three to two to take the armory off the market for 

ten years and reserve it solely for a community center, with Commissioner Cabler joining Miller 

and Perry as the decisive third vote. But a companion motion to commit $65,000 from the county 

sales-tax fund for the ADA ramp and restroom improvements the reopening would require failed, 

just as narrowly, two to three, with Cabler joining D’Aloia and Kleinsmith in opposition. The 
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result was a commitment without an appropriation: the city had reserved the armory for 

community-center use, but had not yet committed the money needed to reopen it, so the doors 

would stay shut until the city itself funded the accessibility work two years later. 18 

Out of that debate came the building’s modern identity - and a name with a real claim to it. George 

J. Perry was born on October 29, 1923 - the very year St. Marys won its National Guard battery - 

and was raised in the town by Bill and Onie Perry. He graduated from St. Marys High School and 

enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1943, training as a medical technician and shipping out as a Liberty 

ship crewman to North Africa before rising to mess sergeant and being discharged at Fort 

Leavenworth in 1946. Then came the connection that makes his name on this building so fitting. 

Assigned after the war to the Army Reserve at Manhattan, Perry was approached - the St. Marys 

armory by then already built - about the need for five men to start a Guard unit there. He accepted, 

and became First Sergeant of the Headquarters Company, 174th Military Police Battalion, the unit 

that would call the St. Marys armory home. He was its sergeant major when it was mobilized to 

Fort Sheridan in 1951, reverted to first sergeant when it came home, and from 1954 served as the 

unit’s administrative, supply, and maintenance technician until his retirement, the man who, year 

in and year out, kept the building and its company running. Mobilized again in 1968 during the 

USS Pueblo crisis, he served as sergeant major of the 69th Infantry Brigade’s operations section 

at Fort Carson. Across more than forty years his units reportedly never failed an annual general 

inspection, and three of his seven children followed him into the Kansas Army National Guard. 

His own unit honored him first. At its Family Day and Christmas gathering at the armory in 

December 1987, the St. Marys detachment made Perry the inaugural inductee of the local Hall of 

Fame it had just created, saluting forty years’ service and more than thirty as the unit’s 

administrator - a hometown tribute that preceded by more than five years his induction into the 

statewide Kansas National Guard Hall of Fame.19 

After retiring from the Guard in 1983 - he was inducted into the Kansas National Guard Hall of 

Fame on November 7, 1993 - Perry kept serving St. Marys: as a reserve police officer for seven 

years, a firefighter for sixteen, founder and quartermaster of the local Veterans of Foreign Wars 

post, and a city employee nearly until his death. A member of Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church and, by every account, an inexhaustible storyteller, he died at home on February 29, 2008, 

at the age of eighty-four. The man the armory would be named for had not merely served in the 

Guard; he had helped start the very unit the building housed, and had spent his working life inside 

its walls.20 

The city moved quickly. On March 4, 2008, days after his death, the commission adopted 

Resolution No. 04-08 honoring Perry for more than fifty years of service to the community, and 

two weeks later, on March 18 at Commissioner D’Aloia’s motion, it adopted Resolution No. 05-

08 dedicating the building as the George J. Perry Memorial Armory. The choice resonated beyond 

City Hall: Perry’s own obituary directed that memorial contributions be made to the “St. Marys 

Armory Fund / future Community Center.” A plaque and sign were dedicated at the armory on 

November 28, 2008, and that December Perry’s daughter, Judy Muckenthaler, confirmed that the 

memorial gifts would go to the building - the family asking only that, should the city ever part with 

the armory, the donated furnishings follow the community’s use.21 
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The Perry Armory Era, 2009-2026 
Over many years the renamed armory would be rebuilt for public life piece by piece, much of it 

through local fundraising, but before that could happen the building had to meet certain standards 

before it could be rented to the public. In 2009 city employee Jack Flerlage and Three Rivers, Inc. 

worked through accessibility options; a ramp went up that summer and by year’s end the 

commission had adopted a formal rental policy (Ordinance No. 1232) and rental agreement - the 

building, the minutes note, had “become ADA accessible and available to rent.” The commission 

approved its use as a Pottawatomie County polling place in January 2010. The military connection 

was not completely gone: the VFW Post 7796 Aubert-Walls still occupies a room, and for a brief 

time during 2017 the Civil Air Patrol was meeting in the building, the same year the city drafted 

emergency-shelter agreements allowing USD 321 and St. Marys Academy & College (SMAC) to 

use the armory in a crisis.22 

The Quieter Path 
After the September vote, the question returned once more. In November 2007 a later Chamber 

proposal failed, two votes in favor and three against, and that defeat appeared to settle the matter. 

The city would not sell the armory, but it would not put tax dollars into it either, and the “most 

beautiful ball room in half a dozen counties”23 would go on sitting dark and shuttered. But the vote 

settled only one path. It said nothing about another, quieter one: if public money would not restore 

the building, perhaps private money could. The Chamber of Commerce group that had spent nine 

months making the case for a community center did not disband after the loss. It changed its 

strategy. 

The new approach was modest where the old one had been sweeping. Instead of a single grand 

appropriation, the committee would take the building one system at a time, raise the money 

privately for each, and ask the City only to approve the work on its own property. The first effort 

was to address the building's lack of a heating and cooling system. A fundraiser was started; the 

money came in through the first half of 2011. The private ledger that recorded it indicates that the 

gifts included two $5,000 gifts and ran all the way down to $20 and $25. When it was over, more 

than thirty donors had given $22,895. 

At its March 15, 2011 meeting, the city commission authorized bidding for a Heating and Air 

Conditioning Unit for the Armory. After the required size of the system (20-ton) and its ductwork 

had been determined, bids were solicited and brought before the commission at its May 17, 2011 

meeting. The low bid - $19,813, from Reid Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning - was 

approved on the condition that no city money be used to make the system adequate.24 The HVAC 

was in service by August 2011. 

The donated funds would pass through the Kansas Rural Communities Foundation's St. Marys 

Community Fund (Wamego, KS) and be paid out to the city for the required work, though the later 

work approved bypassed the city altogether and was paid directly to vendors. The commission 

would not be asked to spend; it would only be asked to approve or reject a proposal. With $22,895 

raised and only $19,813 expended, $3,082 remained for other improvements. No comprehensive 

improvement plan was recorded in the city’s minutes; the work went forward one system at a time, 

as donated money allowed. 
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If the new heating system was the work of many hands, the long line of improvements that 

followed was led largely by one man. John Mitchell, co-owner of Custom Wood Products, took 

up the armory as a personal cause and saw it through. Over more than a decade, he spearheaded 

the building’s renovation - planning the work, pricing it, securing bids, and putting in much of the 

labor himself - and carried the armory from one project to the next as donated money allowed. For 

a time, he kept a logbook of the hours he gave to the building; he stopped counting, by his own 

account, years ago, once the total had passed 2,500.  

In the spring of 2013, Custom Wood Products was clearing its showroom - making room, a flyer 

explained, for more production machinery - and rather than simply liquidate its slightly used 

display kitchens, the company turned the occasion into a benefit. On Saturday, May 4, with a 

preview the Thursday evening before and the pieces on display during the City Market, the 

cabinetry, display appliances, and home décor all went up for auction. Fittingly, the auction was 

held inside the Armory itself - the building hosting the very sale meant to restore it. Every dollar 

of the proceeds went to the Armory fund and its improvements. A later note put the day’s total 

between forty and fifty thousand dollars. 

The restrooms were first on the agenda. Built between 1941 and 1943 for a largely male occupancy, 

the Armory had bathrooms to match: the men's room could accommodate ten at a time; the 

women's, only one. A non-load-bearing wall was relocated to better serve female patrons. In a 

conversation with the author and Street Superintendent Bob Schindler, Mitchell recalled that there 

had been too much paint in the bathrooms - and paint where it should not have been - and estimated 

that he spent over a week just scraping it off. Schindler added that the excess paint was likely the 

result of George Perry's efforts: Perry, he recalled, often said that a Guardsman who missed a drill 

or did something contrary to his wishes would be sent to paint some walls - as a reward. All told - 

wall moved, paint scraped, floors rebuilt, and toilets donated - the materials cost of the bathroom 

refurbishment came to roughly $20,000. 

The Ceiling and the Sound 
When the Armory's ceiling was first put in, the usual material for such work was cane fiberboard 

- a pressed insulating board of the kind sold under the Celotex name, a brand so dominant it became 

almost a generic term for the product. It was made largely from bagasse, the dry, fibrous residue 

left after sugarcane juice is pressed out. For its day it offered decent thermal insulation and a fair 

amount of sound absorption, and it was lightweight and easy to cut and nail; some grades were 

treated to resist moisture, fungus, or termites. 

When the commission carried out its major repairs to the walls, ceiling, and floors in the mid-

1980s, the original ceiling was replaced with an engineered wood-flake panel - oriented strand 

board (OSB).15 The telltale sign was the pressed wood-flake surface: flat chips and strands of 

varying size bonded together and finished with what looks like a clear sealer or varnish, which had 

aged to a golden-orange tone. 

Acoustically, the two materials work in opposite directions. Cane fiberboard is a porous absorber 

- soft, low in density, and full of interconnected air voids - so sound waves enter the surface and 

give up their energy to friction within the fiber matrix, where it turns to heat. The flake panel is 

the reverse: a dense, resin-bonded board with a hard, sealed face that bounces back most of the 
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sound striking it, much as plywood or solid wood would. One material tends to soak sound up; the 

other, acoustically, is closer to a mirror. 

In 2012 the Chamber arranged for University of Kansas students to study the acoustics of the 

armory's drill hall.25 The drill hall is one large room - roughly 110 feet long, 63 feet wide, and 18 

feet to the ceiling - and almost every interior surface is hard and reflective: limestone walls, a hard 

floor, and a hard ceiling. Because such surfaces reflect sound rather than absorb it, a voice or a 

note does not simply fade when its source stops; it reflects repeatedly between the surfaces before 

dying away - the lingering effect familiar from an empty gymnasium or a stone church, where 

sound seems to hang in the air. Acousticians call this reverberation. 

The study flagged a second problem: a noisy heating-and-cooling system. It rated the system's 

steady background noise at about NC-50, compared with the NC-30 to NC-35 of a comfortable 

hall. (NC, or Noise Criterion, is a standard rating of a building's steady background noise, most of 

it produced by mechanical systems.) Even with the room otherwise quiet, noise at that level would 

compete with whatever an audience was trying to hear - though the team wanted more detail on 

the air handler before recommending a fix. 

To absorb the excess sound, the study recommended two kinds of two-inch-thick panels: fabric-

covered panels mounted on the walls, and 84 "floater" panels - each roughly four by six feet - 

suspended horizontally about a foot below the ceiling to catch sound traveling upward. (They are 

called floaters because they hang free below the ceiling rather than fixed flat against it.) 

In the end, the Chamber did not adopt these recommendations. Rather than the recommended 

pairing of wall panels and ceiling floaters, it opted for a single ceiling treatment that addressed 

both the room's acoustics and its thermal performance. In 2015 the ceiling of the drill hall was 

finished with K-13, a spray-applied thermal and acoustical insulation manufactured by 

International Cellulose Corporation of Houston, Texas.26 K-13 is neither paint nor plaster: it is a 

cellulose-fiber material sprayed on wet that dries to a continuous, textured coating - left exposed 

as the finished surface and installed by licensed applicators - serving the dual purpose of insulating 

against heat loss and absorbing sound within the room.27 The treatment suited the drill hall, a large, 

hard-surfaced space long used for assemblies, dances, and athletics, in which sound had always 

reverberated freely. There were seven standard finishes then offered: black, grey, light grey, white, 

beige, tan, and a newly introduced "cocoa."26 The Chamber chose the newly introduced color of 

cocoa and paid the vendor directly. Mitchell reported that the ceiling improvement ended up 

costing about $19,000.  

In addition to the ceiling, the kitchen was refurbished, and the front foyer received a new ceiling 

and an epoxy floor. Also, along the way, a back entrance had been cut into the east wall, concrete 

poured, and the accessible ramp ($5,872) the city had installed in 2009 was moved from the front 

to the back. Mitchell also painted the building’s entire main floor - kitchen, office, bathrooms, drill 

floor, and foyer alike.  

The Public Purse 
While the Chamber made its improvements, the city made some of its own. Apart from routine 

maintenance, the city's general ledger documents fourteen separate armory invoices exceeding 

$1,000 for facility repair and improvements between March 2013 and December 2025, together 
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totaling $175,194.21.28 Thirteen of the fourteen were voluntary; the exception was the insured roof 

replacement after the 2012 fire (Appendix A). 

On November 26, 2012, the Farmer's Elevator Co-op (717 W. Bertrand Avenue) caught fire, and 

a strong wind carried an ember wash more than 1,500 feet to the Armory. According to Schindler, 

"The embers caused hundreds of what looked like cigarette burns across the roof." The roof was a 

total loss; though covered by insurance, it produced the most expensive single invoice in the 

modern record. In March 2013 the city paid $41,094.72 to Midwest Coating, Inc., for the 

replacement. Exterior masonry followed in February 2017, when Restoration & Waterproofing 

cleaned the limestone for $16,550. 

The heaviest sustained city investment, however, went into the grounds rather than the building. 

Between late 2016 and late 2017 the city built a parking lot west of the armory, and in 2019 it 

repaired the access drive along the east side and added accessible spaces by the ramp. The west lot 

came together in stages and through more than one contractor: $1,500 for decorative light poles in 

November 2016; $13,275.20 and $24,502.80 to Ornamental Concrete in December 2016 and 

January 2017; $22,800.00 to Chub Acker Construction in April 2017; and a further $7,500 to Chub 

Acker for accessible spaces that November. The east-side access drive followed in October 2019 

($1,309.02, Hamm Quarries, Inc.). Together, paving, lighting, accessible spaces, and the driveway 

came to roughly $70,900, the single largest category of armory spending in this era, exceeding 

even the roof replacement. Yet the ground beneath it had cost the city nothing. The land came to 

the city as two separate gifts within Lot 18, Block 17: Scott D. Griffin deeded the city his portion 

in November 2012, and St. Marys Investments, LLC (Ken Moats), conveyed the northerly 84.35 

feet in December 2016 - each by a warranty deed stating that its sole purpose was to convey the 

real estate as a gift, for no consideration involved.29 (The second-largest single invoice on record 

was the refinishing of the armory floor by Kaiser Floor Contracting in May 2024, at $29,106.) 

The building's climate-control systems gave recurring trouble. Reid Plumbing & Heating (which 

had installed the building's 2011 system) added an air-conditioning motor in September 2023 for 

$1,914.70. By 2024 the furnace was failing, and the commission weighed repair against 

replacement; with a new furnace estimated at $34,612, it chose to repair. Reid carried out that work 

in May 2025 for $9,880. Two smaller mechanical expenditures bracketed it that year: heaters from 

Grainger, Inc. to help heat the drill floor in March ($1,703.67) and an HVAC repair, again by Reid, 

in December ($1,322.10). 

In all, the ledger-documented work clusters in three episodes - the 2013 roof, the 2016-2017 

grounds campaign, and the 2023-2025 mechanical and flooring work - with comparatively little in 

between: between the roof and the grounds work, the only invoice over $1,000 was the servicing 

of an overhead door in March 2014 ($2,736.00, Mark’s Overhead Door Service).  

The Next Steps 
The building's principal entrance is approached by a broad, low flight of concrete steps spanning 

the full width of the entrance bays - shallow-pitched, with deep treads and low risers that produce 

a gradual, dignified approach. By 2022 the steps had seen better days: chipped, cracked, and worn 

from decades of use and Kansas weather. A full replacement would have been costly, so Mitchell 

proposed repairing the steps rather than rebuild them. Even the repair exceeded available means: 

no city funding was on hand, and the Chamber's remaining revenue was insufficient for the 
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purpose. Another fundraiser was therefore held to cover the costs of the work. In 2022, an epoxy 

system was applied to the treads, risers, and landing, with a fine granular aggregate broadcast into 

the coating while it was still wet to give the walking surfaces a uniform, matte, sand-textured 

finish. The treatment served two practical purposes common to exterior public stairs: the 

embedded grit is meant to improve slip resistance underfoot, while the coating seals and resurfaces 

the concrete - the kind of treatment commonly used to slow the water intrusion and freeze-thaw 

damage that affect exposed concrete in the Kansas climate. The coating is confined to the steps 

and landing, terminating in a clean edge where it meets the uncoated, broom-finished concrete 

walk at the base. The work extended the life of the original steps at a fraction of the cost of 

replacement: the coating ran roughly $18,000, compared with the $75,000 to $80,000 that Mitchell 

estimated in 2026 for a full rebuild. He later confirmed the estimate with a local concrete contractor 

and noted that the actual cost would run higher still, since removing the old steps would damage 

the surrounding concrete and landscaping. 

The step work was part of a broader refresh of the building's front approach. Along with new 

landscaping, the sidewalk fronting the building was replaced with donated funds and volunteer 

labor, as were the approach walk and the stair landing. Two tall ornamental street-lighting 

standards of exposed-aggregate concrete flank the entrance; one cost $500, and the other was a 

gift in memory of the late Steve Tetlow, the then owner of the St. Marys Star. 

By 2022 the work had reached the building’s finish details. The doors and their jambs were 

refinished, as was the memorial bearing the names; new push latches and closers were fitted to all 

five doors; the ceiling lights were lowered to a usable height; and new railings were set at the front 

steps, at the basement entrance, and high at the drill-floor door. Outside, the grounds were reshaped 

entirely - landscaped, reseeded, and lit at the front, so that the building’s quarried-stone face could 

be read after dark.30 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars traces its origins to veterans of the Spanish-American War and the 

Philippine-American War (1899-1902), whose local aid societies merged in 1913, took the name 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States in 1914, and received a congressional charter in 

1936. Now headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, the order is known for two programs St. Marys 

would come to know firsthand: the Buddy Poppy, adopted as its memorial flower in 1922, and the 

National Home for Children. Membership surged after the World Wars - the wave that produced 

most small-town posts. 

Kansas posts are organized as the Department of Kansas, headquartered in Topeka, with the 

national headquarters just across the state line. Kansas also holds a tangible piece of the signature 

program: of the eleven VA facilities nationwide that assemble Buddy Poppies, two are in Kansas 

- Leavenworth and Topeka. Posts are grouped into numbered districts, and St. Marys sits in District 

1, the northeast corner.31 

Post 7796 (Aubert-Walls, St. Marys) was founded by George J. Perry, who served as its founder 

and quartermaster. The "Aubert-Walls" name honors two local servicemen. The Aubert half is for 

Pvt. Clyde J. Aubert, who was born in St. Marys in 1924 and killed in action on November 24, 

1944, during World War II, and is buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery. Federal casualty records 

list him as a private, service number 37742362. The Walls half is for 2nd Lt. Gordon Stewart 



City of St. Marys, Kansas 19 History of the St. Marys Armory 

Walls, U.S. Air Force, who served with the 7th Fighter-Bomber Squadron. His F-84 Thunderjet 

was shot down over North Korea on March 3, 1952; he remains unaccounted for.32 

A Working Hall and a Notable Survivor 
The rental record tells the building's civilian decades in numbers. After the building reopened as a 

community hall, paid bookings became the story: from a handful of rentals in 2009 the calendar 

filled to fifty or sixty paid events a year, and annual rental income climbed from a few hundred 

dollars to more than $16,000 - $16,710 in 2022, $16,440 in 2023, and $16,470 in 2024 - before 

reaching a record $20,580 in 2025, with 2026 already at $11,870 by early June against a $15,000 

annual budget. Through June 9, 2026, the account had recorded roughly 746 receipts totaling 

$207,654.73.33 The descriptions beside those receipts read like a social history - wedding 

receptions dominate, with other entries including the SMAC and Studio B dance classes, the 

Excelsior Theater Company, poker tournaments, craft fairs, a Mexican dance class, and the 

recurring weekday hourly rentals, the paid half of a calendar whose civic and charitable uses, 

described above, often carried little or no charge. Other regular users include Bear Backers benefit 

auctions each November, the Bells of St. Marys Christmas market, community blood drives, 

school dances, funeral dinners (at a flat $50 rate adopted in 2021), candidate forums, quilt shows, 

and, in 2025, the annual Veterans Day and Marine Corps Birthday ceremonies, a fitting use for a 

building erected for soldiers. The memorial gifts that Perry's family steered to the building in 2008 

live on as well, endowed as the George J. Perry Memorial Armory Fund at the Kansas Rural 

Communities Foundation in Wamego, where it remains open to support "continued improvements 

to the Armory facility" - a standing invitation to the next generation to keep the building up.34 

Seen with a preservationist’s eye, the armory is a notable survivor. When the Kansas State 

Historical Society surveyed all seventy sites of the state’s Army National Guard installation around 

2000, it identified fifty-eight armories among them and judged only three eligible for nomination 

to the National Register of Historic Places - the armories at Kingman, Hiawatha, and St. Marys, 

the state’s three oldest, all built between 1937 and 1943. A multiple-property nomination prepared 

in 2002 documents the trio as the earliest permanent elements of the Kansas Guard’s physical 

legacy and classifies them in the PWA Moderne style, the spare, geometric idiom - vertical Art 

Deco accents married to horizontal Art Moderne lines - that the federal building programs favored 

for public works between the wars. The St. Marys armory fits the type squarely: a two-story 

assembly hall and drill floor wrapped with office, classroom, and storage space, a garage bay 

beside a secondary entrance, and the modern materials of its moment - glass block, metal trim, and 

stone - used in place of applied ornament. Designed by a Topeka architect and built by WPA labor 

for a dual military and civic purpose that was, as the nomination puts it, “pre-planned, not an 

afterthought,” it is a textbook example of the small-town WPA armory - if an unusually costly one, 

the wartime price having climbed well past the $20,000-$40,000 such one-company armories 

typically ran.35 

The building wears its history plainly. The rock-faced limestone walls the masons laid in 1941-

1942 still rise to their stepped parapets; the glass blocks the city bid out in wartime still fill the 

flanking windows; and the broad concrete steps - resurfaced in 2022 - still climb from the Fifth 

Street sidewalk between a pair of lamp posts, the flag flying overhead. Across the curved 

aluminum canopy over the entrance - the same canopy the city was pricing block letters for back 
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in 1955, when the lettering was to announce the Kansas National Guard - the name now reads, in 

the signage installed in 2012, GEORGE J. PERRY MEMORIAL ARMORY.36 

Eighty-three years after a wartime town dedicated a building it had pursued for two decades, the 

armory still gathers St. Marys under one roof. 
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Notes 
1. U.S. Army Center of Military History, Lineage and Honors, 161st Field Artillery Regiment (the former 2d 

Infantry converted and redesignated as the 161st Field Artillery on 1 November 1921 and assigned to the 35th 
Division). 

2. St. Marys Star, 8 February 1923 (“St. Marys Will Boast National Guard Company”), front page. The founding 
article names the local recruiter (Lt. Floyd A. Johnson) and the unit’s senior officer (“its colonel, M. R. McLean 
of Topeka”) and calls the unit one “wrested from Pittsburg”; it does not say why Pittsburg lost the section. The 
newspaper’s “colonel” styling is a rank overstatement of roughly three and a half months. The Twenty-Fourth 
Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kansas, 1923-1924 (Topeka: Kansas State Printing 
Plant, B. P. Walker, State Printer, 1924) records that Milton R. McLean was appointed lieutenant colonel, Field 
Artillery, and “Assigned to Headquarters, 161st Field Artillery, to fill original vacancy,” to date 29 December 
1922 (General Orders No. 40, 7 December 1922, p. 178), having resigned his major’s commission in the 
Inspector General’s Department the day before (p. 179); he was promoted to colonel and “Assigned to 
command the 161st Field Artillery” to date 24 May 1923 (p. 211); and he was succeeded in the headquarters 
lieutenant-colonelcy by George H. Wark, “vice McLean, promoted,” to date 19 June 1923 (General Orders No. 
15, 30 June 1923, p. 213). In February 1923 McLean was therefore a lieutenant colonel heading the regimental 
headquarters, becoming its colonel in command that May. The same volume independently confirms the St. 
Marys Headquarters Battery: Captain Floyd A. Johnson of St. Marys was “assigned to command the 
Headquarters Battery, 161st Field Artillery, to fill original vacancy,” to date 23 February 1923, and First 
Lieutenant Harold F. Read of St. Marys to the same battery to date 26 February 1923 (General Orders No. 5, 28 
February 1923, p. 202) - the official state record of the appointments the Star had announced three weeks 
earlier, and the earliest located documentation of the unit at St. Marys, predating the 1928 and 1930 Guard 
directories (note 4). (The Star’s own Guard coverage renders this officer variously as “Fred Read,” “H. F. 
Read,” and “Reed,” tracking him from lieutenant to captain; the spelling and given-name variants are the 
newspaper’s, and all denote the officer the Adjutant General’s record names Harold F. Read.) The Twenty-
Ninth Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kansas, 1933-1934 (Topeka, 1935), confirms his 
name as Milton R. McLean and his standing by that biennium as a brigadier general serving as The Adjutant 
General of Kansas. The Pittsburg-to-St. Marys transfer is not treated in Brian D. Fowles, A Guard in Peace and 
War: The History of the Kansas National Guard, 1854-1987 (1992), the standard history of the Kansas Guard; 
the St. Marys Star is the primary newspaper record located. 

3. Pittsburg Sun, 24 January 1922 (“Urges Guard Unit for Pittsburg”), pp. 1 and 3; Leavenworth Post, 26 January 
1922 (“Second Regiment Is Taking Form”), p. 4; News-Journal (Mulberry), 3 March 1922, p. 7; Pittsburg Daily 
Headlight, 10 February and 31 August 1922. Adjutant General Charles I. Martin placed the 161st Field 
Artillery’s firing batteries among Kansas towns and courted Pittsburg and Fort Scott for additional units; M. R. 
McLean was then assistant adjutant general. 

4. St. Marys Star, 1923-1926; Kansas National Guard directories, 1928 and 1930; Sanborn Map Company fire-
insurance maps of St. Marys, Kansas, March 1927 (Sheet 2, the drill quarters in the 600 block of Bertrand Street 
labeled “Headquarters 161st F.A., K.N.G.”) and the March 1927-December 1938 update (the same building 
labeled “Armory”); Sheet 1 of both shows the race track and grand stand in Riverside Park. Maurice Cordell, 
Riverside Park: Vox Populi, on the 1904 remodeled grandstand and race track, the 1905 St. Marys Race Meet 
Association, and the end of organized race meets after 1922. Armory Lease, City of St. Marys to the State of 
Kansas, approved by the Adjutant General 15 April 1931 (City of St. Marys archives); the leased barns and 
corral most likely stabled the battery’s horses. City Commission petition to the President (City of St. Marys 
archives, early 1930s). The reported relocation of the leased downtown quarters to the Bronson Building 
(former U.S. 40 garage, beside the Conlan Building) under a one-year, $30-a-month lease is from the St. Marys 
Star newspaper photographs (OCR bundle). 

5. Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935; Kansas Adjutant General biennial report; Kansas Historical 
Society, Kansas Preservation, on the state’s WPA-assisted armories. For the Adjutant General’s own call for an 
armory building program, see Twenty-Ninth Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kansas, 
1933-1934 (Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1935), 4 (letter of transmittal of Brig. Gen. Milton R. McLean 
to Gov. Alf M. Landon, 1 July 1934). 

6. City of St. Marys commission minutes and site resolution, 20 and 27 January 1936. The 1935 public campaign - 
the city-hall meeting of more than fifty business people, the pledge to donate a site, and the appeals to 
Washington (including Assistant Secretary of War Harry Woodring) backed by the Chamber, township board, 
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Headquarters Battery, and local fraternal and civic orders - is from the St. Marys Star newspaper photographs 
(OCR bundle). 

7. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 1938-1940, and resolution of 7 October 1940. Milton R. 
McLean was assigned to the headquarters of the 161st Field Artillery as a lieutenant colonel to date 
29 December 1922 and promoted to colonel in command of the regiment to date 24 May 1923 
(Twenty-Fourth Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of Kansas, 1923-1924, pp. 178, 211; see 
note 2); he later served as Kansas Adjutant General. The 1936 proposed design (a one-story stone 
armory about 115 by 120 feet with a clay-floor drill hall, estimated $24,998), the report of 
presidential approval for twenty-eight Kansas sites, Capt. Charles Carr’s stated confidence, the 
alternative quarter-cost WPA formula (about $5,600 locally), and the April 1940 federal inspection by 
Col. Paul McFarland with his case for building are from the St. Marys Star newspaper photographs 
(OCR bundle); the apparent discrepancy between the 1936 attribution to Capt. Carr and his 
appearance as battery commander in 1941 is softened by the St. Marys Star’s own Guard coverage, 
which records Carr’s rise through sergeant, first lieutenant, and captain before his 1941 command. 

8. St. Marys Star, 1940-1941; U.S. Army Center of Military History, Lineage and Honors, 161st Field Artillery 
(federal induction 23 December 1940; campaign credit for Normandy, Northern France, the Rhineland, 
Ardennes-Alsace, and Central Europe). The service of individual St. Marys Guardsmen within the wartime 
structure has not been traced. The denial of the Caribbean and Brazil rumors and the battery’s 1941 training 
schedule are from Capt. Charles A. Carr’s letter, St. Marys Star, c. early May 1941 (“Destination of KNG Is 
Not the Caribbean”). 

9. City of St. Marys commission minutes and Ordinances No. 549, 550, and 551, February-April 1941; federal WPA 
work project O.P. No. 65-82-3002. The special bond election of 7 April 1941 carried 264 to 17 (with one void 
and one blank ballot); the commission, sitting as a board of canvassers, declared it passed on 9 April 1941 
(special-meeting minutes). Architect biography: Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, early Topeka 
architects, and the Sherwood Smith blueprint collection. Photographed blueprint sheets for the National Guard 
Armory at St. Marys, Kansas, including the Plan of Basement, front elevation and entrance/signage details, rear 
elevation and typical wall section, and Detail of Ashlar Pattern Stonework; title block identifying W. E. Glover, 
Architect, Topeka, Kansas, File No. 4102, Drawing No. R-1, dated July 24, 1941. The site purchase is reported 
in St. Marys Star, 20 February 1941 (“Eye Costello Lots As Site for Guard Armory”): the $500 Costello lots at 
Fifth and Palmer, the $51,275 early estimate, the originally scheduled 17 March 1941 election, and the 1921 
Riverside Park bonds as the last prior city bond issue. Architect Glover’s design letter to the commission is St. 
Marys Star, c. 27 February 1941 (“Glover Understands; WPA Approval Given”), reporting Adjutant General 
McLean’s verbal approval and his request to move the small-arms and ammunition vault to the first floor 
because of basement dampness, the basement garage and east driveway, the added kitchen, and project engineer 
L. F. Whearty; the July 24, 1941 basement sheet nonetheless shows that vault in the basement. The WPA’s 
roughly 76-percent ($38,875) share, the Columbian Securities Company bond offer at 1.5 percent against 4.5 
percent on existing debt, the city’s purchase of $6,000 of its own issue from surplus, the hundred-foot Costello 
frontage, and the Rodenbaugh purchase ($1,000) enlarging the site to about 150 by 150 feet for a building of 
roughly 85 by 130 feet are from the St. Marys Star newspaper. 

10. City of St. Marys armory correspondence files, 1941-1942; 1941 bond-election notice; Luther Strosnider quarry 
permit, April 1941, and Kansas State College Department of Applied Mechanics stone-test report, 4 June 1941; 
legal opinion of D. M. Sparks, 27 September 1941, on transferring the Light Fund surplus. The wartime labor 
decline (about sixty workers in 1941 to nine by 12 September 1942 and then to six), the federal reduction from 
a six-day, 48-hour week to a four-day, 30-hour week, the roughly 43-cents-an-hour wage, foreman Joe Jeter, 
City Manager M. E. Coleman’s completion punch list, the dismissive reply from the Army’s Seventh Corps 
Area at Omaha, and the $90,000 and $100,000 wartime cost projections are from the St. Marys Star, autumn 
1942 (“Armory Destinies In the Lap of the Gods” and “Rumor of Shutdown At Armory Unfounded”; the 12 
November 1942 issue is among the clippings). The cornerstone laid without ceremony in 1941 (a roughly 600-
pound block inscribed “Erected in 1941”) and the War Production Board’s denial of priority on about $800 of 
plumbing are from the St. Marys Star newspaper photographs (OCR bundle). 

11. Construction photographs, City of St. Marys archives, ca. 1941-1942. 

12. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 1943; Living New Deal and Kansas Historical Society, Kansas 
Preservation (labor figures and cost); St. Marys Star, 6 May 1943, “Next Saturday the Dedication,” front page. 



City of St. Marys, Kansas 23 History of the St. Marys Armory 

The article confirms the scheduled May 8, 1943 dedication program, the $85,000 cost figure, Governor Andrew 
Schoeppel’s role, the west-front-lawn setting at Fifth and Palmer, and the afternoon/evening war-bond and 
military program. The same May 6, 1943 preview names E. C. Quigley as the program arranger and Charles 
Hunter, S.J., as director of the seminary choir, and details the timed afternoon-and-evening program and the 
business-district military exhibits. 

13. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 1942-1948; the Boy Scout Troop 94 room in the unfinished armory is St. 
Marys Star, c. December 1942 (“Armory Quarters for Scout Troop”). 

14. City of St. Marys commission minutes and State of Kansas rent vouchers, 1950-1981; Kansas City Star, 
February 1946; regular-meeting minutes of 6 October 1952 (the Adjutant General asked, through Everett Hart, 
to reactivate the unit and lease the armory again); Holton Recorder, June 1960 (the St. Marys tornado of 19 May 
1960 and Company C, 2nd Battle Group, 137th Infantry); the 2005-06 Guard lease entries are recorded in the 
City of St. Marys General Ledger Inquiry, account 001-010-4834 (armory rent), run 13 June 2026. 

15. City of St. Marys commission minutes and correspondence, 1953-1988 (Taylor Roofing contract, 1968). 

16. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 1994-2006; Kansas Adjutant General’s Department, “More Kansas 
Guard Units Receive Mobilization Orders,” news release No. 04-091, 27 July 2004 (identifying the 137th 
Transportation Company (Palletized Loading System), headquartered in Olathe with a detachment in St. Marys, 
and noting the unit’s return from Operation Iraqi Freedom on 13 January 2004). 

17. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 2006-2007; St. Marys Star coverage of the December 2006 open house. 

18. Regular meeting minutes, City of St. Marys, 18 September 2007 (Robert Redler presenting for the Chamber of 
Commerce; twenty-two citizens spoke in favor, seven opposed, two indifferent). The motion to take the 
building off the market for ten years as a community center carried 3-2 (aye: Cabler, Miller, Perry; nay: 
D’Aloia, Kleinsmith); the companion motion to commit $65,000 for the ADA ramp and restrooms failed 2-3 
(aye: Miller, Perry; nay: Cabler, D’Aloia, Kleinsmith). A later Chamber proposal failed on a 2-3 vote in 
November 2007 (Joe Thomas, “The St. Marys Armory as Community Center,” 2011). Quotations are from an 
Otter.ai automatic transcript of the hearing. 

19. George J. Perry obituary, Topeka Capital-Journal, 2 March 2008, and Kansas National Guard Museum Hall of 
Fame citation; St. Marys Star, December 1987 (local unit Hall of Fame). Per the Hall of Fame record, Perry 
enlisted in 1943, was discharged in 1946, and was approached about the St. Marys unit after the war. 

20. George J. Perry obituary, Topeka Capital-Journal, 2 March 2008; Kansas National Guard Museum. 

21. City of St. Marys commission minutes and Resolutions No. 04-08 and 05-08, March 2008; Perry obituary; St. 
Marys Star, late 2008. 

22. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 2009-2017; Ordinance No. 1232 (rental policy). The 2009 
aluminum ramp’s final cost is confirmed by the City of St. Marys accounts-payable record for Three 
Rivers, Inc. (Wamego), invoice 0004729 (“Armory Ramp”), $5,871.13, paid 15 September 2009 by 
check no. 6167. 

23. The drill hall’s characterization as “the most beautiful ball room in half a dozen counties” is quoted from the 
Kansas Historical Society’s Kansas Preservation, Vol. 24, No. 3 (May-June 2002), “Historic Kansas Armories,” 
p. 8 - the same Kansas Preservation article (itself drawn from Susan Jezak Ford’s multiple-property 
documentation form “National Guard Armories of Kansas,” cited at note 34) relied on elsewhere for the 
building’s WPA construction figures and architectural classification. That account presents the phrase as the 
verdict on the newly dedicated drill hall. 

24. St. Marys city commission minutes: bidding for the armory heating-and-cooling system authorized 
March 15, 2011; the $19,813.00 bid of Reid Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning accepted May 
17, 2011, on the condition that no city money be used to make the system adequate; installation 
reported complete August 2, 2011. Private Armory donor ledger, 2011, showing $22,895 raised for 
the heating-and-cooling effort, including two $5,000 gifts, and $3,082 remaining after the $19,813 
expenditure. This item predates the general-ledger export described in note 28 and is not included in 
the fourteen-invoice, $175,194.21 city-funded tabulation. 

25. University of Kansas student acoustics study of the armory drill hall, commissioned by the St. Marys 
Chamber of Commerce, 2012; copy reviewed by the author. The copy reviewed is the source for the 
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reverberation assessment, the approximately NC-50 background-noise rating of the heating-and-
cooling system, and the recommended fabric-covered wall panels and eighty-four suspended ceiling 
“floater” panels described above; the copy reviewed did not show a full author/title line. 

26. International Cellulose Corporation, K-13 Spray-Applied Thermal & Acoustical Finish, color-
selection sample card, dated 24 July 2015; copy reviewed by the author. A manufacturer’s sales aid 
showing the standard finish colors; source for the product identity, manufacturer, and the approximate 
date of the ceiling work. 

27. Product characteristics from International Cellulose Corporation, “K-13 Specification,” 
https://www.spray-on.com/specs/k13-specification/ (accessed July 3, 2026); International Cellulose 
Corporation, “K-13 Thermal Insulation,” https://www.spray-on.com/k13/ (accessed July 3, 2026); 
and International Cellulose Corporation, K-13 Technical Data Sheet, https://www.spray-
on.com/resources/technical-data/K13-Tech-Data-Sheet.pdf (accessed July 3, 2026). These are 
manufacturer sources - reliable for a general description of the product, but not evidence of the St. 
Marys installation. 

28. City of St. Marys general ledger, fiscal years 2012-2026 (ledger export, “Mo_M_Mo.CSV”); figures tabulated 
by the author. The tabulation captures vendor invoices for armory building repair, maintenance, and capital 
improvement exceeding $1,000, each invoice listed once: fourteen items totaling $175,194.21. Amounts, dates, 
and vendor names are taken directly from the ledger (high confidence); the category recorded for each charge 
reflects the general-ledger account to which it was booked. Routine operating costs are excluded - recurring 
utility charges (notably gas service, the largest single bill of which was $1,728.88) and the purchase of furniture 
and consumable supplies (tables, chairs, and similar furnishings, about $9,500 over the period) - leaving only 
repairs and improvements to the building, its systems, and its grounds. Four further points bear on the figures. 
First, the $1,000 floor excludes smaller repairs, so the total understates the city’s full outlay. Second, items were 
identified by the word “armory” in the account name or transaction reference; a search for armory-related work 
over $1,000 booked under other names (Memorial, National Guard, Fifth Street) returned nothing, but any such 
charge lacking an armory reference would not have been captured. Third, the $16,550.00 limestone-cleaning 
charge is shown under its February 2017 invoice date; the city accrued the expense into FY2016 by a year-end 
audit adjustment, but the FY2016 accrual and its FY2017 reversal are bookkeeping entries rather than separate 
purchases and are not double-counted. Fourth, the 2016-2017 parking-lot work spanned two fiscal years and 
several contractors and is listed as the individual invoices paid. 

29. Kansas Warranty Deed, Scott D. Griffin to the City of St. Marys, dated 28 November 2012 and recorded 30 
November 2012, Pottawatomie County Register of Deeds, Book 641, Page 157, conveying part of Lot 18, 
Block 17, Original Townsite of St. Marys - a parcel beginning at the southeasterly corner of the lot and running 
50.22 feet westerly, 65.65 feet northerly, 50.21 feet easterly, and 65.65 feet southerly to the point of beginning; 
and Kansas Warranty Deed, St. Marys Investments, LLC (Ken Moats, principal/owner), to the City of St. 
Marys, dated 20 December 2016 and recorded 25 January 2017, Book 747, Page 152, conveying the northerly 
84.35 feet of Lot 18, Block 17. Each deed recites that its sole purpose is to convey the real estate as a gift with 
no consideration involved, subject to easements and restrictions of record; the Griffin deed adds that a real-
estate validation questionnaire was not required under K.S.A. 79-1437e, Exception No. 4. The deeds establish 
the city’s acquisition of the Lot 18 ground at no cost (high confidence); their identification with the armory 
parking lot rests on the city’s account together with the timing and location of the 2016-2017 parking work 
described above, the deeds themselves reciting only the gift and not the intended use. The armory building itself 
stands on a separate parcel (Lots 9-11), per the county parcel record. 

30. Private Armory donor ledger, 2011-2015; Custom Wood Products armory-benefit auction flyer, May 
2013; author conversations with John Mitchell and Street Superintendent Bob Schindler, 2026; and 
City of St. Marys commission minutes approving or acknowledging work on city property where 
applicable. Chamber and donor-funded improvements are not fully reflected in city appropriations, 
because some later vendor payments bypassed the city and were paid directly from donated funds. 

31. Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, “About Us,” https://www.vfw.org/about-us (accessed 
July 3, 2026); Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, “Who We Are,” 
https://www.vfw.org/app/who-we-are (accessed July 3, 2026); 36 U.S.C. ch. 2301, Veterans of 
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Foreign Wars of the United States; Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, “Buddy Poppy,” 
https://www.vfw.org/community/community-initiatives/buddy-poppy (accessed July 3, 2026); VFW 
Department of Kansas, District 1 dashboard, https://vfwks.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=19274 
(accessed July 3, 2026); VFW Department of Kansas, Post Roster, 
https://vfwks.org/di/vfw/v2/postroster.asp (accessed July 3, 2026); and VFW Post 9182, “Buddy 
Poppies,” https://vfwpost9182.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=135296 (accessed July 3, 2026), for the 
Buddy Poppy assembly-facility list. 

32. VFW Department of Kansas, Post Roster, Post 7796, Aubert-Walls Post, Saint Marys, Kansas, 
https://vfwks.org/di/vfw/v2/postroster.asp (accessed July 3, 2026); George J. Perry obituary, Topeka 
Capital-Journal, 2 March 2008; National Archives, World War II Army and Army Air Forces Honor 
List of Dead and Missing Personnel, Kansas, https://nara-media-
001.s3.amazonaws.com/arcmedia/nw/305276/wwii-army-honor-list-kansas.pdf (Aubert, Clyde J., 
service no. 37742362, Pvt., KIA); Pottawatomie County KSGenWeb, Mount Calvary Cemetery 
transcription, https://www.ksgenweb.org/KSPottawatomie/potcem7.html; and Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, service-member profile for 2nd Lt. Gordon Stewart Walls, https://dpaa-
mil.sites.crmforce.mil/dpaaProfile?id=a0Jt000000HkOjlEAF (accessed July 3, 2026). 

33. City of St. Marys General Ledger Inquiry, account 001-010-4834 (armory rent), run 13 June 2026 
(receipts January 2005 through June 2026; printed total $207,654.73). 

34. City of St. Marys commission minutes, 2021-2025; Resolution No. 04-24; Kansas Rural Communities 
Foundation (George J. Perry Memorial Armory Fund). 

35. National Register of Historic Places multiple-property documentation form, “National Guard 
Armories of Kansas” (Susan Jezak Ford, 2002); Kansas State Historical Society survey, ca. 2000. St. 
Marys was determined eligible through this documentation; as of June 2026, it has not been 
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places (Kansas Historic Resources Inventory; 
no individual listing for the building was located in the National Register database). 

36. City of St. Marys correspondence, 1955 (canopy lettering); signage installed 2012; author’s 
observation and city photographs. 

37. Bertrand Street/Avenue carried U.S. 40 through St. Marys as the pre-1936 route. U.S. 24 was 
approved for extension west into Kansas in late 1935 and appears in Kansas route histories as a 1936 
extension; it was laid over U.S. 40 through the St. Marys corridor, making the street U.S. 24/40. In 
1954, U.S. 40 was moved off the Wamego–Topeka section to the former K-10 alignment south of the 
Kansas River, leaving Bertrand signed as U.S. 24 only. 
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Appendix A: City-Funded Armory Repairs and Improvements, 2013 - 
2025 
Fourteen city invoices exceeding $1,000 - for armory building repairs, mechanical systems, and grounds - booked 

between March 2013 and December 2025, together totaling $175,194.21. Amounts, dates, and vendors are drawn 

from the city general ledger (Note 28); the floor-refinishing contractor is confirmed by the City Commission minutes 

of February 6, 2024. Listed in chronological order by invoice date. 

# Date Vendor / Contractor Work Amount 

1 Mar 2013 Midwest Coating, Inc. 
Roof replacement (fire-ember loss; 
insured) 

$41,094.72 

2 Mar 2014 Mark's Overhead Door Service Overhead door servicing $2,736.00 

3 Nov 2016 Vendor not identified Decorative light poles (west lot) $1,500.00 

4 Dec 2016 Ornamental Concrete West parking lot $13,275.20 

5 Jan 2017 Ornamental Concrete West parking lot $24,502.80 

6 Feb 2017 Restoration & Waterproofing Limestone masonry cleaning $16,550.00 

7 Apr 2017 Chub Acker Construction West parking lot $22,800.00 

8 Nov 2017 Chub Acker Construction Accessible parking spaces $7,500.00 

9 Oct 2019 Hamm Quarries, Inc. East-side access drive $1,309.02 

10 Sep 2023 Reid Plumbing & Heating Air-conditioning motor $1,914.70 

11 May 2024 Kaiser Floor Contracting Drill-floor sanding & refinishing $29,106.00 

12 Mar 2025 Grainger, Inc. Drill-floor heaters $1,703.67 

13 May 2025 Reid Plumbing & Heating HVAC repair $9,880.00 

14 Dec 2025 Reid Plumbing & Heating HVAC repair $1,322.10 

Total - 14 invoices $175,194.21 

Routine operating costs, furnishings, and the 2011 heating-and-cooling installation are excluded (see Notes 
24 and 28); because the $1,000 threshold omits smaller repairs, the total understates the city’s full outlay. 
The land beneath the west parking lot (items 3-8) was donated at no cost (Note 29). The vendor for the 
November 2016 decorative-light-pole invoice (item 3) is not identified in the ledger references reviewed; 
the separate Tetlow memorial gift is described in the narrative but is not treated as the vendor for the city 
invoice. 
 
Note: Two items in this tabulation turn on a judgment call where reasonable opinions differ. 
 
The first is the parking lot west of the armory - whether its cost should count as an armory expense. 
Counting it is defensible: the lot adjoins and serves the building, and its use is effectively part of any armory 
rental. Not counting it is also defensible: the lot is a separate improvement that benefits the surrounding 
area as well. 
 
The second is the $41,094.72 in insurance proceeds the City received toward the armory roof. One view 
holds that this reimbursement should be netted against the total shown here, since it reduces the City's actual 
out-of-pocket cost. The other holds that the full cost of the work belongs in the tabulation regardless of the 
later reimbursement, as it reflects the total investment in the building. 
 
Whatever position one takes on either item, the figures are presented as submitted, so that every expense 
associated with the armory is fully disclosed. 
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Appendix B: Armory Location 
The unit’s downtown drill quarters stood on the south side of Bertrand Street, in the 600 block between Sixth and 

Seventh streets - then part of the U.S. Highway 40 corridor through St. Marys (Note 37). The detail below reproduces 

this block from the Sanborn fire-insurance maps - the March 1927 edition (top) and the corrected 1927-December 

1938 edition (bottom) - on which the highlighted building’s occupancy label changes from “Garage” to “Armory.” 

The Sanborn sheets record occupancy and construction rather than ownership, so the building names used in the 

narrative - the Conlan and Bronson buildings - do not appear on the maps themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 1 of 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Foundation and lower wall construction, north/street elevation. 

Workers lay rough-faced (rock-faced) limestone block at an early 

stage of wall construction. The walls stand roughly four to six 

courses high. A timber falsework structure - heavy diagonal 

braces and horizontal beams - spans a large wall opening at right, 

supporting the masonry above what will become a major 

doorway or vehicle entrance. One worker stands atop the wall 

near wooden formwork; two others work at ground level among 

scattered stone and lumber. Bare deciduous trees and utility poles 

in the background indicate the photo was taken in late fall or 

winter. Stacked limestone blocks await placement at far left. 

 

Wall construction viewed along the building's length. A long 

elevation of the rising limestone walls, photographed at an angle 

that shows the building's substantial footprint. Wall heights are 

uneven - taller, crenellated-looking sections of completed 

coursework alternate with lower runs still in progress, with 

vertical wooden scaffold poles and guide stakes rising above the 

masonry. Cross-braced timber scaffolding and ramps occupy the 

foreground. A gable-roofed frame building (possibly a 

neighboring residence or outbuilding) appears at left, and neatly 

stacked cut stone sits in the lower left corner. The muddy, rutted 

ground and bare trees again suggest winter working conditions. 

 

Floor slab or roof deck work, looking toward town. This frame 

differs from the others: the foreground is dominated by a broad 

horizontal expanse of formwork or decking, with rows of 

vertical reinforcing dowels or anchor stakes projecting at 

regular intervals—consistent with concrete slab preparation, 

likely the armory's main floor or drill-hall deck. Two workers 

stand mid-frame handling long boards or screeds. The 

background shows commercial buildings of the town - 

including a two-story masonry building with a stepped or 

parapet façade and a power pole - along with low piles of 

construction debris or salvaged material between the slab and 

the buildings. This vantage establishes the armory site's 

proximity to St. Marys' built-up commercial district. 

Walls nearing full height. The limestone walls have risen well 

above head height, with window openings now clearly defined 

by wooden bucks and the rhythm of the coursework visible 

across the full elevation. Extensive cross-braced timber 

scaffolding runs the length of the wall, and vertical poles project 

above the wall line where masons are still working the upper 

courses. A large quantity of dressed limestone block is stacked in 

the left foreground, with mortar or crushed-stone piles at right. 

The gabled roofline of an adjacent building and bare trees appear 

beyond the walls. 

 

The four photographs below illustrate a construction-progress sequence for the building now known as the George J. Perry Memorial 

Armory. They document the building's rise from low foundation courses (Image 1), through mid-height wall construction with extensive 

timber scaffolding (Image 2), horizontal slab or deck work (Image 3), to walls approaching full height with defined window openings 

(Image 4). Consistent features across the set - rock-faced native limestone laid in regular courses, hand-stacked stone awaiting placement, 

timber falsework and cross-braced scaffolding, small work crews, and bare-tree winter conditions - are characteristic of WPA 

construction practice in Kansas, which relied on locally quarried stone and labor-intensive hand methods. The photographs are consistent 

with the documented 1941–1943 construction window, though the images themselves carry no visible dates; work slowed and costs rose 

after the U.S. entered World War II, and the building was completed and dedicated on May 8, 1943, at a final cost of $85,000. 

 

Building the Armory: Construction Photographs 
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Armory Meeting: September 18, 2007 

From left to right: Comm’rs. - Cabler, Kleinsmith, Perry, D’Aloia, and Miller 

Pictures of the crowd at the September 18, 2007 City Commission meeting – armory discussion. 

SGM George J. Perry the day the tank was removed from in front of the armory. 
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Armory Repairs – Before & After 
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More Armory Improvements 

Volunteers meet at the Armory to discuss an HVAC 

system. Donations funded the project. (2011) 

Reid Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning, installed 

an HVAC system for the Armory in 2011.  

City employees improve Armory parking (2019) Armory parking lot under construction (2016-2017) 

Custom Wood Products employees replaced concrete 

at the Armory in 2016. 

New door and relocated handicap ramp (2009) 

Preparing to install letters on marquee Repairs being made to Armory plumbing 


