








Resource packet on Urban Chickens (Coops, Runs, Supplies,
Resource Links)

Accepted Practices

Cenerally Accepted Backyard Chicken Keeping Recommendations (most provided
by urbanchickens.com)

Many resources are available for learning about raising and maintaining backyard
chickens. Resources are available online and also there are many books and
magazines devoted to backyard chickens. Below is a short summary of some
recommended care methods, but please take advantage of the many other
resources available.

Chicken Nutrition

Chickens have nutritional needs not all that different from any other pet or living
member of your household. They need a good balance of the macro-nutrients:
carbohydrates, fat, and protein. They also need a broad range of vitamins and
minerals. While the subject of chicken nutrition can get complicated, chicken feed
information and products are easy to come by.

What to Feed

Feeding your juvenile to adult aged flock is simple —just go down to alocal feed
store and ask for a few bags of “layer feed”. (Note: baby chicks need special feed,
learn more.) The layer feed will generally come in pellet or crumble form, and the
choice is up to you. Note: Some feed comes pre-medicated with antibiotics so be
sure to you are getting non-medicated feed!

Like many people who want to grow their own food, you are probably concerned
about the quality and health of the eggs you consume, as well as the overall health of
your chickens. An alternative to store bought “conventional” feed is to seek out a
high quality certified organic chicken feed, or make your own.

Since you're chickens like to scratch in the dirt for their food, you can also pick up
what's known as “scratch”. It's generally a mix of different grains and seeds, giving
the chickens an assortment of vitamins and minerals. There are also a few certified
organic chicken scratches on the market.

Since your chickens are laying a lot of eggs they have high calcium needs so you
might want to pick up some crushed oyster shell. You can mix thisin with their
regular feed, add it to their scratch, or put it in aseparate feeder / bowl for them.

Foraging



Depending on the breed, your chickenswill do a pretty good job of supplementing
their diet with grass, small rocks, bugs, weeds, seeds, and even the occasional small
mammal such as mice. Foraging is good for your chickens in so many ways. Not only
does it supply them with exercise and fresh foods, but their constant digging helps
to keep their nails trimmed. \When chickens forage they also tend to take more dirt
baths and eat tiny rocks, which are essential to their health.

Treats and More Treats

Most chicken keepers love to give their chickens treats. Here are avariety to try:
I If you have acompost bin that includes red worms you have an excellent
source of fresh protein for your chickens.
_ Fruit and vegetable scraps make wonderful treats- but only give fresh scraps-
nothing rotten or moldy!
7 Oatmeal and other grains. Qur chickens go crazy when they see me coming
with a bag of dry oats.

Fresh Water Always!

Chickens always need access to fresh water. You can provide it in achicken watering
container that you can find at any feed store, or whatever you choose. Sncewelive
in the desert, we use adog watering dish with areservoir on top to ensure

consistent supply.

Prevention is key to keeping your flock healthy.

J Keep water dishes clean and food dry and contained.

J Manage you coop in such away to minimize health risks (sanitation and
number of chickens).

7 Although chickens love your kitchen scraps, beware of what you give them.
Do not feed moldy or rotten foods.

J Spend timewith your flock and observe their behaviors, poop, and physical
characteristics. If thereisa

J problem, catchingit early is key! If you find asick bird, be sure to isolate it
from the flock.

7 Some possible symptoms to look for indicating injury/ iliness/ disease
include: Coughing, wheezing, labored breathing, warts/ scabs, swollen joints,
loss of feathers, reduced egg production, thin egg shells, fever, abscesses or
open wounds, paralysis, twisting of neck/ head, discharge from nose/ mouth,
diarrhea/ blood in stool, not eating/ drinking, weight loss, retarded growth,
lack of coordination, enlarged abdomen.

Pictures of Chicken Coopsthat are NOT Acceptable

The below pictures show coops that arein violation of the city ordinance.





















