
C I T Y  O F  S T .  M A R Y S ,  K A N S A S
Office of the Zoning Administrator  •  “The Heart of the Kaw Valley”

N O T I F I C A T I O N  &  R E G I S T R A T I O N

B A C K Y A R D  C H I C K E N S
City Code Chapter 2, Article 4 — §2-401 through §2-416 — Ordinance No. 1295

S T A N D A R D S  S U M M A R Y  ( C I T Y  C O D E  C H .  2  A R T .  4 )

•  Allowed only in zoning districts R-1, R-2, and R-3, and only where subdivision covenants do not prohibit. (§2-404)

•  Hens only — no roosters or other domestic / livestock fowl. Maximum eight (8) chickens per property. (§2-402, §2-405)

•  Coops and pens may not be in a front yard, must be at least 15 ft from the front yard, any lot line, sidewalk, alley, or 
roadway, 5 ft from a neighboring structure on the same property, and 20 ft from a neighboring structure on another property. 
(§2-406)

•  Predator-proof coop with four walls, a door / hatch, and a ventilated roof. Outdoor pen must keep chickens contained and 
predators out. Chickens may not roam at large. (§2-407 through §2-409)

•  Owner is responsible for sanitation, manure / dead-bird disposal, and avoiding nuisance from odor or noise. Meat 
processing must occur inside an enclosed building, not visible to passersby. (§2-411)

•  Pick up the resource packet at City Hall (containing this ordinance, the Kansas cruelty-to-animals statutes, and care 
information). (§2-412)

1 P R O P E R T Y  A N D  O W N E R

D A T E R E G I S T R A T I O N  N O .  ( S T A F F )

N A M E  O F  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R P H O N E

E M A I L

P R O P E R T Y  A D D R E S S P A R C E L  I D  N O .

S U B D I V I S I O N L O T ( S ) B L O C K

Z O N E  D I S T R I C T  ( M U S T  B E  R - 1 ,  R - 2 ,  O R  R - 3 )

2 S U B D I V I S I O N  C O V E N A N T  C H E C K

Subdivision covenants take precedence. Verify and initial below before keeping chickens.

☐ I have reviewed any subdivision covenants applicable to my property and they do not prohibit the §2-404

Backyard Chickens Notification & Registration BC-01  ·  Rev. 2026-01 Page 1 of 4



keeping of chickens.

3 F L O C K

N U M B E R  O F  C H I C K E N S  ( M A X  8 ) D A T E  A C Q U I R E D  /  T O  B E  A C Q U I R E D

S O U R C E  /  H A T C H E R Y  ( I F  K N O W N )

  ☐ All birds will be hens. No roosters or other fowl will be kept. (§2-402.1)

4 C O O P  A N D  P E N

C O O P  D I M E N S I O N S  ( L  ×  W  ×  H ) P E N  D I M E N S I O N S  ( L  ×  W )

C O O P  M A T E R I A L S P E N  /  F E N C E  M A T E R I A L S

S E T B A C K S 

D I S T A N C E  F R O M  F R O N T  Y A R D  ( ≥  
1 5  F T )

D I S T A N C E  F R O M  N E A R E S T  L O T  
L I N E  ( ≥  1 5  F T )

D I S T A N C E  F R O M  S I D E W A L K  /  
A L L E Y  /  R O A D W A Y  ( ≥  1 5  F T )

D I S T A N C E  T O  S A M E - P R O P E R T Y  N E I G H B O R I N G  
S T R U C T U R E  ( ≥  5  F T )

D I S T A N C E  T O  O T H E R - P R O P E R T Y  N E I G H B O R I N G  
S T R U C T U R E  ( ≥  2 0  F T )

5 S I T E  S K E T C H

Sketch the lot below showing property lines, the principal structure, the proposed coop and pen, distances to lot lines / 
sidewalks / alleys, and distances to neighboring structures.
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6 O W N E R  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

☐ I have received the resource packet from City Hall containing this ordinance, the Kansas cruelty-to-
animals statutes (K.S.A. 21-6411 / 21-6412), and care information.

§2-412

☐ Coop is predator-proof, with four walls, a door or hatch, and a ventilated roof, and allows free 
movement of the chickens.

§2-407

☐ Outdoor pen / fence will keep the chickens confined and keep dogs, hawks, and other predators out. §2-408

☐ Chickens will not be allowed to roam at large; they will be confined to a pen or coop at all times. §2-409

☐ I will manage odor, noise, and sanitation so as not to create a nuisance, and will dispose of manure, 
dead chickens, and remains responsibly.

§2-411

☐ Any meat processing will occur inside an enclosed building, not visible to passersby. §2-411

☐ If chickens are impounded, I understand the redemption fee is $25 plus $5 per chicken per day. §2-415

7 S I G N A T U R E

I certify that the information provided is true and correct, and I will keep my flock in compliance with City Code Chapter 2, 
Article 4 and applicable Kansas statutes.

S I G N A T U R E  O F  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R D A T E

8 C I T Y  U S E  O N L Y

D A T E  R E C E I V E D R E C E I V E D  B Y

R E S O U R C E  P A C K E T  P R O V I D E D D A T E  L O G G E D

N O T E S
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