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May 15, 2026

®
City of St. Marys v ol J )v ' [ |

200 S. 7th Street
P.O. Box 130
St. Marys, KS 66536

RE: Request for Qualifications, Planning for Riverside Park and Flats Park
Dear Mr. Cordell and selection committee members:

The City of St. Marys is at a pivotal moment, seeking to transform its parks into vibrant, welcoming spaces that reflect
the community’s priorities and aspirations. The city's proactive approach, assembling a prioritized list of ideas and
inviting creative, qualified partners, demonstrates a clear commitment to enhancing quality of life, fostering community
connections, and supporting the long-term vision for St. Marys.

OLSSON'S INTEREST IN THE PROJECT

Olsson is interested in partnering with the City of St. Marys to develop a plan for Riverside Park
and Flats Park. Our team recognizes that parks are more than amenities. Parks are where families
gather, neighbors connect, and community identity is experienced every day. We are drawn to this
opportunity because it aligns with our passion for placemaking and our belief that thoughtfully
designed parks can serve as catalysts for community pride, wellness, and economic vitality.

KEY QUALIFICATIONS

Our qualifications are built on decades of experience delivering planning, design, and implementation services
for municipalities across Kansas and the region. Olsson’s multidisciplinary team includes licensed landscape
architects, planners, and engineers with extensive expertise in parks and recreation projects. Our municipal
clients value our collaborative style, clear communication, and disciplined project management.

COMMITMENT TO PROJECT SUCCESS

Olsson is committed to supporting the City of St. Marys in meeting project timelines, requirements, and
desired outcomes. Our approach emphasizes early and ongoing collaboration with city staff and stakeholders,
transparent decision-making, and a focus on practical solutions that can be implemented efficiently. We will
work closely with the city to confirm objectives, deliverables, and decision points, maintaining consistent
review checkpoints and coordinating early with permitting partners to keep the project on track.

We look forward to the opportunity to help the City of St. Marys realize its vision for its parks.
Our goal is to create spaces that are welcoming, functional, and reflective of the community’'s
values. Thank you for considering Olsson as your partner for this project.

Sincerely,

Chris Cahalan, PLA, ASLA, LEED AP
Olsson Project Manager
913.522.5170 | ccahalan@olsson.com

1814 Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64108 | 816.842.8844 / olsson.com
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FIRM PROFILE

We are Olsson, a people-centric engineering and design firm
focused on improving the world around us. We are known for
our work, but we will be remembered for the impact it has on
the communities we serve.

Founded in 1956, Olsson ranks No. 72 on Engineering News-
Record’s Top 500 Design Firms list. Today, more than 2,000
professionals across 11 states and remote locations provide
advisory, planning, engineering and design, field, and
environmental services to clients throughout the United States.

Park Planning and Design Expertise

Olsson brings a collaborative, multidisciplinary approach to
park planning and design, blending the talents of landscape
architects, engineers, and environmental specialists to

create vibrant, community-centered spaces. The team'’s
philosophy centers on “form follows function,” meaning

every park is thoughtfully designed to reflect its intended

use while celebrating the unique natural features of the site.
Olsson’s expertise covers everything from master planning

and public engagement to technical design and construction
documentation. By integrating community input and addressing
challenges such as drainage, accessibility, and sustainability,
Olsson helps cities and municipalities develop parks that enrich
lives, foster connections, and serve as catalysts for growth. The
result is a legacy of parks and recreation spaces that are safe,
welcoming, and tailored to the needs of each community.
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ELAM PARK

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

CREATING EXCITING USES FOR NEW PARK SPACE.
Elam Park in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, stands

as the area’s first inclusive park, designed to be

a vibrant community destination that blends
recreation, accessibility, and environmental
stewardship. Olsson partnered with the City of
Broken Arrow to develop a master plan that
reflects the community’s vision and supports a
wide range of activities for all ages and abilities.

The 40-acre park’s amenities include an all-inclusive
playground, walking trails, open green spaces, a
fishing pond with piers and boardwalks, and a food
truck plaza. Additional features in the draft master
plan, shaped by extensive public engagement, include
an 18-hole disc golf course, boardwalk and gazebo,
community center and aquatics facility, synthetic turf
and entertainment space, nature pavilion with butterfly
garden, water/rain garden, outdoor classroom and
water habitat, sand volleyball courts, basketball,
tennis, and pickleball courts, skate park, splash

pad, and exercise stations along the walking trail.

The design process involved close collaboration
with city staff, an advisory committee, and local
residents to create a park that meets current

needs while allowing for future enhancements.

DATES

2018 - 2024

EXPERTISE

+ Civil Engineering * Mechanical Engineering
* Master Planning + Geotechnical

+ Landscape Architecture -« Drilling

* Electrical Engineering + Hydrogeology
PROJECT REFERENCE

Charlie Bright

Engineering & Construction Director
cbright@brokenarrowok.gov
918.259.2700
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PROJECT PROFILE

Olsson's approach emphasized sustainability,
connectivity, and the creation of welcoming spaces that
foster community engagement and outdoor enjoyment.
The team also prioritized ample parking and convenient
access points, especially for families coming from the
nearby elementary school and early childhood center.

Olsson’s design team prepared an illustrative

site plan and 3D visualizations to help bring the
community's vision to life. Construction of phase
one is underway, and plans are in place to support
the City of Broken Arrow with a future bond
package for the second phase of construction.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Olsson addressed the challenge of Elam Park's
proximity to an established residential neighborhood
by incorporating a native planting zone along the
neighborhood edge. This green buffer helped
achieve privacy for residents while enhancing
ecological value and visual appeal. The design also
featured multiple access points, promoting open
and flexible use of park amenities for all community
members. By balancing the preservation and
enhancement of natural features with the addition
of new recreational spaces, Olsson proposed a park
environment that supports sustainability, ecological
health, and diverse recreational opportunities.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

Olsson managed budget and schedule considerations
through a phased approach, beginning with a General
Obligation Bond Election that funded the first phase
of construction. The team prioritized high-impact
amenities for the initial phase, such as an all-inclusive
playground, Tree Grove food truck plaza, restroom
facility, entry gate, parking, and site utilities. This
strategy allowed the city to deliver immediate value
to residents while planning for future enhancements
as additional funding became available. The use of
illustrative site plans and 3D visualizations helped
secure community buy-in and facilitated efficient project
delivery within budget and schedule constraints.
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W.P. BILL
ATKINSON PARK

Midwest City, Oklahoma

HEART OF COMMUNITY, CENTER OF LIFE.
Olsson developed the master plan for the 5.3-
acre W.P. Atkinson Park and civic plaza project.
The project revitalized the central hub of the
Original Mile, a post-war, award-winning model
community that is the heart of Midwest City. The
park and civic space were developed as the civic
heart of the development, and to connect to the
Town Center Retail Lifestyle Center to the south.

The program includes a permanent event structure,

with restrooms and flex rooms for use with the
city's mobile performance stage, flexible parking/
plaza space with bollard control, city founder
sculpture plaza, large and small pavilions and

central green for movie nights, toddler playground,

adventure playground, open field play, specialty
lighting, and curbside food truck power supply.

DATES

2017 - 2023

EXPERTISE

* Master Planning
+ Site Design
+ Construction Management

PROJECT REFERENCE

At this time, our previous contacts are no longer

associated with the City of Midwest City.
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PROJECT PROFILE

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Olsson introduced several innovations to transform

the area into a vibrant community destination. The
entertainment overhead pavilion gateway redefines how
the street is used, enabling it to seamlessly transition
into a venue for performances and events. By spanning
the street, the pavilion acts as a dynamic portal between
the shopping district and the new community park and
playground, fostering connectivity and engagement.
The addition of overhead festoon lighting, pavers that
clearly define parking spaces, enhanced streetscaping,
and interpretive history panels brings new life and
character to the Miracle Mile. The reimagined park and
inclusive playground reflect a forward-thinking approach,
drawing on the area’s heritage while providing modern
amenities like a communal great lawn. Relocating

and rededicating the Bill Atkinson statue as public art
deepens the sense of place and community pride.
Adjustable, integrated lighting further supports flexible
use of the space, allowing the ambiance to shift for
performances and gatherings, and highlighting Olsson’s
commitment to innovative, community-focused design.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

To meet the final budget, the design was
thoughtfully phased, allowing the project to move
forward while aligning with available funding. All
deliverables were submitted on schedule.
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EWERT PARK

Joplin, Missouri

REPURPOSING A PARK FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS TO ENJOY.

Ewert Park has long served as a cherished
gathering place for generations in Joplin,

Missouri. Recognizing the park’'s deep roots in

the community, the City of Joplin partnered with
Olsson to reimagine and revitalize this 14-acre
destination. The transformation centers on creating
a vibrant, inclusive space that supports year-

round activity and celebrates the park’s legacy.

With the original pool nearing the end of its useful life,
the city chose to re-purpose the site. The new design
introduces a dynamic splash park, which will be the
largest in the region, and a 12-foot-wide ice ribbon for
seasonal skating. These new amenities are designed
to bring fresh energy to the park while honoring its
tradition as a hub for recreation and connection.

Olsson's comprehensive scope includes master
planning, preliminary and final design, landscape
architecture, public engagement, bidding, and
construction administration. The team led a
collaborative process, hosting multi-day charrettes and
workshop-style meetings with city staff, stakeholders,
and residents. Community input was gathered
through a dedicated project website, custom outreach
materials, and ongoing conversations. This feedback
helped shape a vision that reflects local priorities.

DATES

2023 - Present

EXPERTISE

+ Master Planning

+ Public Engagement

* Landscape Architecture
+ Planning & Design

* Survey

PROJECT REFERENCE

Paul Bloomberg

Director of Parks and Recreation
417.625.4750
pbloombe@joplinmo.org
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PROJECT PROFILE

The revitalization also features a new playground. The
project includes the removal of outdated tennis courts
to make way for a covered multisport court complex
and the addition of historical signage throughout the
park. The splash park and ice ribbon are thoughtfully
integrated to provide multi-seasonal interest. Food
truck access will further enhance the park’s appeal as
a destination for families and visitors alike. Through a
blend of innovative design and meaningful community
engagement, Olsson is helping the City of Joplin
create a renewed Ewert Park that will serve as a
vibrant, welcoming space for generations to come.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Olsson addressed a unique set of challenges at
Ewert Park in Joplin, Missouri, where the site's
location atop an old lead mine led to unexpected

soil contamination identified through required
testing by the Jasper County Health Department. This
discovery prompted a collaborative effort among

the client, Olsson, the construction manager at risk,
and the health department to develop innovative

soil remediation strategies that would also align

with budget constraints. The team implemented
targeted solutions, including measures to limit cross-
contamination during construction, capping disturbed
areas with clean soil, and incorporating a dedicated

allowance for remediation into the project budget. These

approaches helped facilitate a safe and cost-effective
transformation of Ewert Park for the community.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

During the schematic phase, the project budget
presented a significant challenge when the construction
manager at risk’s cost estimate exceeded the budget

by $3 million. The design team and the client brought
the project before the city council to present the
current design, discuss value engineering options,

and request approval for additional funding. The

city identified resources to cover the overages,

allowing the project to advance to the next phase.

Budget pressures resurfaced during bidding and
procurement, with bids coming in $1 million over the
revised budget. This required difficult value engineering
decisions, resulting in the removal of certain design
elements to bring the project within budget. Olsson
collaborated closely with the city and the construction
manager at risk throughout this process, ultimately
reaching a consensus on a solution that maintained a
high-quality recreational space for the community.

While these value engineering efforts
impacted the original project completion date,
consistent communication and transparency
with the city and stakeholders helped foster
understanding and acceptance, allowing the
project to continue progressing as planned.
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MT. HEBRON PARK
AND MASTER PLAN

Rogers, Arkansas

INCLUSIVE PLAY FOR ALL.
Mt. Hebron Park in Rogers, Arkansas, is the first major

park on the west side of town. Situated at the corner of

Mt. Hebron and Garrett roads, the park is designed to
be fully inclusive for children and adults with different
abilities. Planning for the new park began shortly
after a special election bond issue passed in 2018.

The Rogers Parks and Recreation department
partnered with Olsson to develop a park master

plan based on a current concept. Our team not only
fast-tracked the master planning process, but we

also performed surveys, provided civil engineering
for the meeting hall and pavilions, and created a
schematic design that identifies locations, sizes, types,
materials, and finishes for the master plan elements.

The park property is large, about 72 acres, so we
created a multifaceted design with more traditional
park amenities on one end (e.g., sports fields,
playground, splash pad, etc.) and a large, open
space with access to a lake, trails, and campgrounds
on the other end. Our goal throughout the design
process was to give the city plenty of options.

DATES

2018 - 2020

EXPERTISE

+ Landscape Architecture
+ Environmental

* Transportation

+ Civil Engineering

+ Master Planning

PROJECT REFERENCE

David Hook

Facilities Development Manager
479.621.1117
dhook@rogersark.org
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PROJECT PROFILE

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Olsson delivered innovative solutions to address the
community’s unique needs and challenges for the
park. Community input called for a space that balanced
passive recreation with vibrant, inclusive amenities.

In response, the design features a destination all-
inclusive playground alongside highly active sports
courts and playing fields, seamlessly integrated

with tranquil passive areas. The team leveraged

the existing pond and the site’s natural elevation
changes to introduce trails, stream activation, and
native plantings, as well as a large, sustainable
wildflower meadow. This approach not only reduces
maintenance but also enhances the park’s beauty and
supports increased wildlife diversity. Passive zones
were thoughtfully extended into active areas, creating
flexible spaces that adapt to both quiet relaxation
and energetic play. The use of synthetic turf on the
playing fields further addresses water conservation and
maintenance concerns, providing durable, weather-
resilient surfaces for consistent sports activity.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

From a budget and schedule perspective, the project
was delivered on budget, and no redesign was required.
The city negotiated directly with several vendors,

which helped maintain cost control and avoid delays.
Despite the complexity of the park and adjoining

street improvements, the actual construction cost

was lower than the original low bid, demonstrating
effective cost and schedule management.
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Fort Worth, Texas

PARKS DESIGNED FOR COMMUNITY CONNECTION.
Under our existing contract with the City of

Fort Worth, Olsson is providing community
engagement and professional design services

for four new neighborhood parks: Martin

Luther King (5.8 acres), Mosier Valley (5.1 acres),
Coventry Hills (21.5 acres), and Timberland

(2.7 acres), as well as lighting enhancements

to Marine Park and Central Avenue Alley.

Our scope included surveying, geotechnical
investigations, base mapping, and existing conditions
analysis. We coordinated two public meetings per
park and provided design, construction documents,
and cost estimating. We are currently providing
support through bidding and construction.

Due to regulatory requirements, the city
expanded our scope to include drainage studies
for Coventry Hills and Timberland parks.
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DATES

2023 - Ongoing

EXPERTISE

Community Planning
+ Community Engagement
+ Landscape Architecture
+ Master Planning
* Survey
+ Geotechnical Engineering
+ Civil Engineering
+ Hydrology & Hydraulics

PROJECT REFERENCE

Seth Henry

Project Manager

817.392.5728
seth.henry@fortworthtexas.gov
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PROJECT PROFILE

These studies involved downstream assessments to
identify potentially impacted properties and recommend
appropriate outfall and drainage improvements.
Park-specific highlights include:

* Coventry Hills Park Improvements: Implementing
community-prioritized improvements from
the master plan, including a new playground,
three trail connections, and site furnishings.

*  Mosier Valley Park Improvements:
Collaborating with city staff and residents to
update the master plan. Proposed features
include expanded parking, a new playground,
fitness stations, trails, and amenities.

*  Martin Luther King Park Enhancements:
Reconfiguring and reducing parking to
expand usable park space and enhance
pedestrian trail connectivity.

* Timberland Park Improvements: Transforming
a former soil spoils site into a vibrant 2.7-acre park
with a playground and future amenities, including a
loop trail, shelter, and sport court.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

By integrating drainage studies into park planning,
our team helps make sure that recreational
improvements also enhance stormwater performance
and protect surrounding properties. This forward-
thinking approach helps prevent costly and time-
consuming redesigns later in the process.

Our proactive coordination between design
and hydrology reflects a deep commitment to
resilient, community-centered solutions.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

The Olsson team is delivering all plans within

the allocated budget. Although the projects
experience occasional schedule extensions due

to extended city staff review periods, the team
remains highly responsive and provides rapid plan
set turnarounds to limit schedule impacts.
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GOOPER BASEBALL

& KILLIAN SOFTBALL
GOMPLEXES ADDITION
& IMPROVEMENTS

Springfield, Missouri

ELEVATING THE GAME, ONE TURF AT A TIME.

After completing a full sports complex masterplan, and
then performing design and construction documents
for Cooper Soccer improvements, the Springfield-
Greene County Park Board wanted to enhance its
baseball and softball facilities to make them competitive
for hosting regional tournaments and events. The
127-acre sports complex includes baseball, softball,

and soccer fields, indoor and outdoor tennis courts,
concession stands, restrooms, trails, and parking areas.

Olsson provided full design and construction
documents as well as construction administration for
these baseball and softball complex improvements
integrating them into the theme of the the previous
soccer complex improvements. The scope included
converting five baseball fields and six softball fields
from natural grass to synthetic turf, constructing

new restroom and concession buildings, completing
permanent seating, and creating a stadium-style venue
at the Cooper Youth Baseball Complex.

DATES

2022 - 2024

EXPERTISE

Master Planning
+ Civil Engineering
* Survey
* Electrical Engineering
* Mechanical Engineering
+ Structural Engineering
+ Geotechnical

PROJECT REFERENCE
Jeff Smith

Senior Park Planner
417.864.0288
jsmith@springfieldmo.gov
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PROJECT PROFILE

Olsson worked closely with the Park Board to
refine programmatic needs, select synthetic
turf systems, and plan site modifications. The
design process included surveying, geotechnical
investigations, schematic design, construction
documents, permitting, bidding, construction
administration, and post-construction services.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

For Cooper Softball Complex, this project was renovation
based, switching existing fields to synthetic turf,

which produced durable and predictable surfaces

while reducing maintenance requirements for park

staff and operations. Major regrading on the west
soccer field portion of the complex produced ADA-
compliant access to all fields while producing uniformly
sized full-sized fields for overall fairness of play.

Olsson incorporated extensive stormwater
improvements to the entire sports complex, tying
into the adjacent regional stormwater system. This
also allowed for balancing all of the earthwork

for the two separate phased improvement
projects for soccer, baseball, and softball.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

The primary challenge on the project was typical

of large sports complex developments: completing
construction in time for scheduled tournaments and
ongoing practice use. Subsurface conditions added
complexity, as the site previously served as a disposal
area for imported soils and rock, including large
boulders. These conditions required a range of soil

improvement approaches, including engineered fill and
soil cement, sometimes within the same field. Variability
across the fields presented a potential budget risk.

Olsson worked closely with the contractor, the city, and
field testing services to evaluate conditions in real time
and identify cost-effective solutions while maintaining
the subgrade performance necessary for durable,
high-quality playing surfaces. Budget impacts were
further managed through ongoing order-of-magnitude
cost estimates during design, allowing the team

to strategically define base bid elements and add
alternates and anticipate costs before construction.

Olsson also provided extensive electrical design
services across both project phases, including

sports lighting and associated buildings. With no
reliable historical as-built documentation available,
the team coordinated closely with city operations
staff and conducted on-site investigations to fully
understand existing conditions. This effort resulted in
a more cohesive, well-documented electrical system
that supports efficient operations and long-term
maintenance, all while maintaining budget control.
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GENTRAL BANK
SPORTING COMPLEX

Kansas City, Missouri

A PREMIER YEAR-ROUND SPORTS DESTINATION.
The Central Bank Sporting Complex in Kansas City,
Missouri, is a 76-acre complex that features turf
fields that can be converted for soccer, baseball,
softball, flag football, lacrosse, and more.

Olsson collaborated with the Platte County Economic
Development Council, Kansas City officials, and
Major League Soccer team, Sporting KC. Sporting

KC manages complexes throughout the area,

and we partnered with the team every step of

the way - from concept through construction.

Our planners and landscape architects designed

a master plan to create a year-round, inclusive,

and flexible space. The complex features:

+ Ten multi-purpose fields with sports lighting

+ Three lots with ample parking

« Two concession areas with shaded
seating and restroom facilities

+ Two playgrounds with one totally inclusive
playground and a sports court

+ A 5,000-square-foot field house and sports storage

« Wayfinding signage and branding

DATES

2020 - 2023

EXPERTISE

+ Civil Engineering + Survey

+ Landscape Architecture  + Master Planning
* Environmental

PROJECT REFERENCE

Lee Turner

Sporting KC Project Representative
816.785.2700

lee@tifec.com
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PROJECT PROFILE

Olsson's comprehensive services included civil BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

engineering, landscape architecture, environmental, When the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted the project,

and field services. We also engineered interchange Olsson and the design-build team faced significant
improvements for the adjacent Missouri Route unforeseen challenges, including supply chain shortages
152 to help support area development. and cost escalation that impacted materials such as

fencing, drainage components, shade sail canopies,
roofing, site power, and sports lighting. To help
achieve project goals and stay on schedule, the team
quickly adapted by redesigning affected elements in
collaboration with the contractor and owner, making
sure all solutions fit within the fixed CM at risk budget.
Priorities were continually managed through a
transparent process, with weekly meetings to review
real-time market conditions and adjust plans as needed.
This collaborative and flexible approach, grounded in
open communication and strong relationships among

Before this complex opened, the closest turf field
center was about 30 miles away. Only 10 minutes
away from the Kansas City International Airport, the
complex is projected to see more than 71,000 annual
visitors and $194 million in local sales tax revenue over
the next three decades, according to Sporting KC.

The sports complex opened in spring 2023. Since
opening, the complex has hosted youth tournaments,
high school teams, and collegiate sports events.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS designers, builders, owners, and developers, enabled
Olsson delivered innovative solutions at the Central the team to overcome obstacles and deliver a successful
Bank Sporting Complex by designing a highly flexible, project despite unprecedented circumstances.

multi-sport facility that can seamlessly convert between
soccer, baseball, softball, flag football, lacrosse,

and more. The team incorporated portable fencing,
movable bases, and sports netting to allow rapid
reconfiguration of fields, while a GIS-based robot was
used to paint field lines efficiently and accurately.
These features, combined with premium synthetic
turf systems and thoughtfully placed amenities like
inclusive playgrounds, shaded seating, and wayfinding
signage, helped create a year-round destination

that enhances both athlete and fan experiences.
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S0UTH
HAYMARKET
PARK & PLAZA

Lincoln, Nebraska

ELEVATE. ACTIVATE. FACILITATE.

Located in Lincoln’s South Haymarket neighborhood,
this nine-acre park transforms a former brownfield
into a community and regional asset within the

Salt Creek River floodway. The park celebrates

the city’s social and ecological history while
reconnecting this unique parcel of land to the
broader community as shared “common ground”
where people can gather, build connections,

and celebrate Lincoln’s diverse population.

The design fosters an inclusive place for community
connection, building on Lincoln’s long-standing
legacy of welcoming immigrants and refugees. Park
elements such as a playground, dog park, and skate
park were incorporated in direct response to robust
public outreach and community engagement efforts.

The playground was intentionally designed to

serve a wide range of users, from toddlers and
teenagers to university students. Inclusive amenities
include a zip track ride, slides, natural play towers,
swings, oversized teeter totters, a pump track,
multi-person disc spinner, and a bouldering

wall, providing engaging play opportunities for
users of varying abilities, needs, and ages.

DATES

2019 - Present

EXPERTISE

Master Planning
* Landscape Architecture
+ Civil Engineering
* MEP Engineering
+ Structural Engineering
+ Geotechnical
+ Environmental Engineering
* A/V Engineering
+ Construction Administration
+ Field Testing
* Survey

PROJECT REFERENCE

Maggie J. Stuckey-Ross

Parks and Recreation Director
402.441.7847
MStuckey-Ross@lincoln.ne.gov
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PROJECT PROFILE

The city and Olsson intentionally curated a play
experience that promotes health equity and
supports a livable community for all. In response,
the team expanded the park’s restroom and
community building to provide year-round access
to two adult changing stations, directly addressing
the needs of the park’s inclusive user base.

Designed for everyone, the park creates a dynamic
synergy between development and amenity,
strengthening both. Recognizing that adjacent
redevelopment parcels were critical to the long-term
success of the park and the South Haymarket
neighborhood, Olsson’s initial scope included
development of a comprehensive master plan. This plan
defined park boundaries, identified opportunities for
future park expansion, and integrated redevelopment
parcel sites. The effort established a cohesive framework
for trail amenities, streetscape enhancements,
redevelopment, and park programming, while
thoughtfully considering the district’s future as a whole.

Serving as a project champion, Olsson played a key role
in building stakeholder consensus and facilitating the
legal documentation required for the city to implement
its vision. Olsson continues to lead a multidisciplinary
team through visioning, design, construction

oversight, and environmental and flood permitting,
positioning the park to welcome patrons this winter.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

The design team was challenged by the city to redefine
restrooms as a safe, welcoming, inclusive, and low-
maintenance amenity with yearlong access for all
patrons. While the park is a necessary amenity for

patrons, the city faces ongoing challenges related to
vandalism, undesirable activities, public safety, and the
ongoing demand on staff time and financial resources.

The solution was to provide two all-gender facilities,
with full inclusive features (including adult changing
tables) for the convenience of families. The exterior
wall of each restroom has floor-to-ceiling glass to
provide unencumbered visibility into the facility.
Every detail and material was thoughtfully conceived
to optimize performance, encourage positive
behavior, and welcome park guests. Technology
was implemented to assist in monitoring the
amenities and restricting access to park hours.

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE PERFORMANCE

The project was completed in accordance with

the established scope, schedule, and budget. For
the initial master plan, the city had less than three
months to complete planning efforts, negotiate
parcel boundaries, and finalize land exchanges
with the JPA, Parks Foundation, and other affected
entities. To meet this accelerated timeline, Olsson
assembled an experienced team of planners,
landscape architects, and engineers to develop the
master plan, facilitate stakeholder consensus, and
prepare the required technical documentation,
including plats, ALTA surveys, and legal descriptions.

Following completion of the master plan, Olsson
was selected through a competitive process to
lead the final design and implementation of the

park. This selection was based on the team'’s
performance, collaboration, and demonstrated
ability to help the city successfully realize its vision.
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AGGIEVILLE
STREETSGAPE

Manhattan, Kansas

SENSIBLE RECOMMENDATIONS MOVE FORWARD.
Aggieville, one of the oldest shopping districts in the
United States, is celebrated for its vibrant atmosphere,
eclectic mix of businesses, and enduring popularity
among students and locals alike. Despite its storied
past and cultural significance, the district had not
experienced significant upgrades since the 1980s.
Recognizing the need to revitalize this historic area,
the City of Manhattan partnered with Olsson to
reimagine Aggieville as a dynamic, pedestrian-friendly
destination while honoring its unique heritage.

Olsson's multidisciplinary team tackled the challenge
by identifying critical infrastructure improvements
and crafting a welcoming pedestrian environment. A
striking 80-foot-tall marquee sign, featuring a color-
changing LED panel and perforated metal screen, now
marks the northern entrance to the alley and guides
visitors into the heart of Aggieville. At the base of the
marquee, a custom “Greetings to Aggieville” image
board offers an Instagram-worthy photo opportunity
and sets the tone for an engaging experience.

A new overhead archway defines the vehicular
entrance from Anderson Avenue, while upgraded
landscaping and sidewalks create additional amenity

DATES

2019 to Present

EXPERTISE

+ Landscape Architecture

+ Civil Engineering

* Mechanical Engineering

+ Construction Management

PROJECT REFERENCE
Jason Hilgers

Deputy City Manager
785.587.2404
hilgers@cityofmhk.com
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PROJECT PROFILE

space for users. Holistic streetscape improvements
throughout Aggieville further enhance the pedestrian
experience, improve traffic flow, and support the
district's parking needs. A key design feature is the
introduction of curbless “festival streets,” which can
easily convert into pedestrian-only promenades during
special events. To date, these enhancements extend
from the new parking garage and “Rally Alley” to
segments along North Manhattan Avenue and South
12th Street. Construction is currently underway on
Laramie Street, while Moro Street, considered the
heart of Aggieville, remains in the design phase.

Olsson's approach combined expertise in planning,

design, community engagement, and technical analysis.

The team conducted traffic modeling, a comprehensive

parking study, and a utility and stormwater infrastructure

analysis to address connectivity, circulation, and
access challenges. These findings were presented in
a detailed report to the City of Manhattan and offer
practical recommendations for future improvements.

Public involvement played a pivotal role in the project’s
success. Olsson facilitated charrettes and established
a steering committee with representatives from

the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce, Aggieville
Business Association, Kansas State University, and
other stakeholders to build consensus and foster
community ownership of the revitalization efforts.

Through innovative design, technical competence,
and collaborative engagement, Olsson helped
transform Aggieville into a vibrant, mixed-

use destination that celebrates its past and

paves the way for a thriving future.

City of St. Marys, RFQ, Planning for Riverside Park and Flats Park / 24



J. PROJECT TEAM

olsson




ORGANIZATIONAL GHART

CITY OF ST.MARYS
|

Project Manager

Chris Cahalan, PLA, ASLA, LEED AP

Sports Facility Specialist Landscape Architect

Darren Varner, ASLA Taylor Goetzinger, PLA

Team Capacity, Certifications, and Licenses

Olsson’s team brings the capacity and expertise needed to deliver high-quality results for the City of St. Marys. With
more than 2,000 professionals, including engineers, scientists, surveyors, landscape architects, planners, and certified
inspectors, Olsson can assemble a project team with the right blend of skills and availability to meet the city’s needs.
Team members are available to begin work upon notice to proceed. The firm's organizational structure allows for
flexibility and responsiveness throughout the project. Olsson'’s professionals hold all necessary certifications and
licenses required to perform planning, landscape architecture, and engineering services in Kansas. This includes licensed
Professional Landscape Architects (PLA), American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) members, and certified
planners (AICP), among others. The firm's commitment to maintaining a highly qualified staff means the City of St. Marys
can be confident that all work will be completed by credentialed professionals who meet or exceed industry standards.
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GHRIS GAHALAN, PLA,
ASLA, LEED AP

Project Manager

EXPERIENCE SUMMARY

Chris is an award-winning landscape architect with a project portfolio

that spans the Midwest. He has experience in site master planning, parks,
retail, office, site design, hardscape design, landscape architectural design,
and project management. Chris is involved in many projects, including
urban design, parks, commercial developments, hospitality, residential,
and institutional. Chris's landscape architectural designs are timeless and
create enriching and memorable experiences for the user. Chris’ work

has been recognized by the Mid-America Regional Council (MARC), Global
Gaming Business Magazine, U.S. Green Building Council, American Society
of Landscape Architects (ASLA), and the Kansas City Business Journal.

PROJECT EXPERIENCE
+ City of Kansas City, Hospital Hill Park; Kansas City, MO

« City of Kansas City, Brush Creek Corridor Cultural
Heritage Trail; Kansas City, MO

+ City of Kansas City, Platte Purchase Park Improvements; Kansas City, MO
+ LMG Ventures, Grandscape; The Colony, TX

« Town of Prosper, Downtown Monumentation
Master Plan and Design; Prosper, TX

+ Town of Trophy Club, Entry Monumentation and
Wayfinding Master Plan; Trophy Club, TX

+ City of Kansas City, 18th Street and Vine Street Pedestrian
Mall Master Plan and Design; Kansas City, MO

« City of Lebanon, Nelson Sports Complex
Master Plan Update; Lebanon, MO

+ City of Lebanon, Madison Street Urban Park Master Plan; Lebanon, MO
+ City of Lebanon, Veterans Memorial Community Park; Lebanon, MO

+ City of Wayne, Fairgrounds Avenue Recreational
Development; Wayne, NE

+ City of Wichita, Buffalo Park Improvements; Wichita, KS

+ City of Lebanon, Comprehensive Plan; Lebanon, MO
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EDUCATION

+ Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture, lowa
State University

PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATIONS

*+ Professional Landscape
Architect (PLA): KS, MO, IA, WI

CERTIFICATIONS/TRAINING

American Society of
Landscape Architects (ASLA)

* Leadership in Energy
and Environmental
Design Accredited
Professional (LEED AP)

0LSSON EXPERIENCE

+ 2021 to Present
+ 2014 to 2015

OVERALL EXPERIENCE

* 1999 to Present



DARREN VARNER, ASLA

Sports Facility Specialist
EXPERIENCE SUMMARY

As a senior landscape architect with an emphasis on sports and
recreation, Darren has designed everything from municipal soccer
complexes to professional NFL football fields. His specialized experience
in athletic field system design and multi-sport complex design spans the
country. He has designed facilities for soccer, baseball/softball, tennis,
field hockey, lacrosse, track and field, basketball, and volleyball.

Darren has an impressive track record in the sports stadium arena,

working with a wide array of clients across major leagues. In the NFL,

he's collaborated with 14 teams, including the Jaguars, Panthers, and

49ers, to name a few. His MLB experience is even broader, having EDUBA“UN

worked with 20 teams, such as the Cardinals, Yankees, and Red Sox. + B.Arch., Landscape Architecture,
Kansas State University

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE CERTIFICATIONS/TRAINING
+ Springfield Greene County Park Board, Cooper and « American Society of
Killian Softball Improvements; Springfield, MO Landscape Architects (ASLA)

+ Sporting KC, Central Bank Sporting Complex; Kansas City, MO
+ City of Yukon, Athletic Complex; Yukon, OK

0LSSON EXPERIENCE

+ 2014 to Present
« City of Joplin, Ewert Park; Joplin, MO

» City of Broken Arrow, Elam Park Master Plan; Broken Arrow, OK OVERALL EXPERIENCE
» City of Rogers, Mount Hebron Park; Rogers, AR * 1983 to Present
+ WSKEF Architects, Homefield Perfect Game Baseball Complex; Kansas City, KS

+ LMG Ventures, Grandscape; The Colony, TX

+ City of Lincoln, South Haymarket Park; Lincoln, NE

+ City of Republic, Regional Athletic Complex; Republic, MO

+ Jackson County Parks and Recreation, Frank White Jr. Sports Complex
Championship Stadium and Master Plan; Kansas City, MO

+ City of Omaha, Multi-Sports Complex and Wellness Park; Omaha, NE
+ City of Omaha, Tranquility Park Synthetic Turf Field Design; Omaha, NE
+ KC Current, Pitch 3 Stadium and Site Improvements; Riverside, MO

+ City of Lee’s Summit, New Park at Longview
Community College; Lee’s Summit, MO

+ City of Mount Vernon, Park Planning Services; Mount Vernon, MO
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TAYLOR GOETZINGER,
PLA, ASLA

Landscape Architect
EXPERIENCE SUMMARY

As a landscape architect, Taylor boasts proficiency across all stages of the
design process. Her expertise spans from crafting renderings to leading

design charrettes, and coordinating construction documents. With a
dual background in landscape architecture and environmental studies,
she possesses a robust understanding of sustainable design principles.

Furthermore, her extensive knowledge of horticulture enhances her ability
to deliver intricate landscape designs, making her a valuable resource for

clients.

PROJECT EXPERIENCE
+ Sporting KC, Central Bank Sporting Complex; Kansas City, MO

« City of Broken Arrow, Elam Park; Broken Arrow, OK

+ City of Midwest City, W.P. Atkinson Park Master Plan, Midwest City, OK

+ City of Joplin, Ewert Splash Park; Joplin, MO
+ City of Rogers, Mount Hebron Park; Rogers, AR

+ City of Kansas City Parks and Recreation Department, Mill Creek
Park Concept Plan for Pond Renovations; Kansas City, MO

+ Homefield KC, Perfect Game Site Development; Kansas City, KS
+ Trademark Development, Zona Rosa Park; Kansas City, MO

+ City of Springfield, Jordan Creek Renewal: Main
Street to Boonville Avenue; Springfield, MO

+ City of Kansas City, 20th Street Streetscape; Kansas City, MO

+ City of North Kansas City, Burlington Street
Streetscape; North Kansas City, MO

+ City of Olathe, Kansas Avenue Streetscape Improvements; Olathe, KS

+ Mid-Continent Public Library, Master Planning and Landscape
Design of Four New Buildings, Three Building Expansions,
and 24 Library Renovations; Independence, MO

+ LMG Ventures, Grandscape; The Colony, TX
+ City of Lee’s Summit, Downtown Market Place; Lee's Summit, MO

* Platte County R-3 School District, Civil Engineering and Landscape
Services for Proposed Middle School; Kansas City, MO

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture, Minor in
Horticulture, lowa State
University

+ B.S., Environmental Studies,
lowa State University

+ AASS., Environmental Science,
North lowa Area Community
College

PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATIONS

+ Professional Landscape
Architect (PLA): MO

OLSSON EXPERIENCE

* 2017 to Present

OVERALL EXPERIENCE

* 2016 to Present
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