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         Includes: Building the Armory Ô Construction Phᴆos 

ST. MARYS 

The Lakeview sewer lift station has 

been a recurring topic in City 

Commission minutes for nearly five 

decades. Since the Lakeview 

Subdivision first came before the 

Commission in 1979, the term 

"Lakeview" has appeared 518 times 

in the minutes - 90 of those 

references tied specifically to the lift 

station. That long record reached a 

key milestone in May 2026, when the 

city sold $395,000 in five-year 

general obligation bonds to finance 

the gravity-flow sewage project that 

will replace the lift station. The low bid 

had a weighted average maturity of 

3.77%, from Bank of the Flint Hills. 

The bonds are callable after three 

years, meaning the city has the option 

to pay then off early starting in 2029. 

The Lakeview Subdivision was 

platted as a rural subdivision in 

September 1974. Sixteen years later, 

the City Commission annexed it 

along with the Denton Salvage Yard 

property, the Wehner tract, and the 

Verschelden Addition. The Lakeview 

sewer lift station was constructed in 

1981ï1982 and has served the area 

for more than four decades. 

Construction of the gravity-flow line 

replacing it began on April 27, 2026, 

and is scheduled to wrap up within 

four months. One thread runs from 

the original project to the current one: 

engineer Pat Cox. Cox presented the 

original lift station design to the City 

Commission in August 1979 and 

designed its replacement about 45 

years later. 

 

What changes for residents is simple 

and permanent. The new gravity-flow 

line will move wastewater out of the 

subdivision with no pumps, no motor, 

no backup generator, and no 

electricity. That is a clean break from 

the station's recent past; as recently 

as 2013ï2014, the city spent roughly 

$89,256 refurbishing it with above-

ground pumps and adding a natural-

gas generator. Eliminating the lift 

station is expected to cut long-term 

maintenance and repair costs for the 

sewer fund, lower the risk of sewer 

backups, and finally retire an aging 

mechanical facility the city has rebuilt 

more than once since the early 

1980s. Area residents will likely also 

appreciate that the lift station alarm 

will no longer sound. 

After 45 Years, Lakeview Lift Station Gets Retired 

Tie-in 

Lakeview 

Lift Station 

Mt. Calvary Rd. 

Trench Box College Creek Manhole 

Aerial showing the Lakeview gravity sewer corridor 
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Above: Red = Priority 1, Magenta = Priority 2, Blue = Priority 3, Yellow = already completed lines, Black = existing lines still in service 

 

 
The water-system challenge facing St. Marys 

is rooted in its aging cast-iron water mains. A 

system-wide Preliminary Engineering Report 

completed in 2019 identified these older lines 

as vulnerable to breaks, leaks, corrosion, 

and internal buildup. These conditions can 

restrict flow and reduce the systemôs ability 

to maintain adequate pressure, including 

pressure needed for fire protection. The 

report recommended a phased replacement 

program focused first on the highest-priority 

sections of the system. By 2023, the 

estimated cost of the full four-phase 

replacement program had increased to 

approximately $6.15 million. 

While the larger plan was being evaluated, 

several areas of town continued to 

experience frequent leaks, underscoring the 

need to move forward with targeted 

replacement work. As a result, the city 

developed a project known as Phase 1A.  

The project included roughly 2,000 linear feet 

of waterline replacement along Walnut Street 

from 8th Street to 9th Street, 9th Street from 

Walnut Street to Willow Street, Willow Street 

from 8th Street to approximately 300 feet 

west of 9th Street, and the alley between 

Maple Street and Durkin Street from 6th 

Street/Highway 63 to 5th Street. 

 

Bids for the Phase 1A project ranged from a 

high of $481,515 to a low of $256,541. The 

low bid was accepted by the City 

Commission at its November 19, 2024 

meeting, and construction took place during 

the summer of 2025. 

Following completion of Phase 1A, the City 

Commission moved ahead with the broader 

Phase 1 program by authorizing the 

development of an engineering agreement 

with BG Consultants for a revised Phase 1 

construction package.  

The revised Phase 1 scope includes 

replacement of approximately 5,800 feet of 

waterline in priority areas identified through 

engineering studies, along with two railroad 

crossings at Grand Avenue and 8th Street. 

The Palmer Street line is excluded from this 

phase. (see image above) 

Engineering fees include a $126,500 lump-

sum amount for preliminary engineering, 

plus up to $75,000 on a not-to-exceed basis 

for bidding, part-time resident project 

representation, and construction 

engineering. The total engineering 

authorization is approximately $201,500. 

 

The Commission also connected the capital 

improvement program to the Cityôs utility-rate 

structure. Following an April 29, 2026 work 

session with BG Consultants regarding 

Water and Sewer Fund capital projects, the 

Commission discussed rate increases 

needed to help support system 

improvements. On June 2, 2026, the 

Commission approved Resolution No. 06-

26, increasing water and sewer rates 

effective with the July 2026 billing cycle. 

At that same meeting, the Waterline 

Distribution Improvements ð Phase 1 

agreement was continued for further 

consideration. However, formal acceptance 

of the proposed engineering agreement for 

the Phase 1 improvements will remain on 

hold until a funding source is determined. 

The anticipated funding source will be either 

a General Obligation Bond or a loan through 

the State Revolving Loan Fund program 

(SRF). 

 

Rebuilding the Water System, One Phase at a Time 
 

Cody Boggs Jerry Ginter Jason Fehler / Don Colson 
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In 1999, the Kansas Department of Health 

and Environment (KDHE) determined that 

the City of St. Marysô sewage treatment 

facility could no longer reliably meet state 

discharge standards. KDHE warned of 

possible ñcatastrophic failureò within a few 

years and required the City, under threat of 

legal action, to submit a compliance plan and 

timeline by September 1, 1999. 

In response, the City Commission created 

the Citizensô Advisory Committee (CAC) in 

April 1999 to help evaluate wastewater 

options. With assistance from a consulting 

engineer, the CAC reviewed three 

alternatives, which were presented at a 

special City Commission meeting on August 

23, 1999. 

Rehabilitating the existing plant was rejected 

because the required upgrades would have 

reduced treatment capacity from 500,000 

gallons per day (gpd) to approximately 

223,000 gpd. At the time, the city was 

already averaging about 250,000 gpd, with 

peak flows near 450,000 gpd during rain 

events. Temporary treatment during 

construction also would have added 

significant cost. 

A lagoon system was also rejected because 

it would have required 32 to 80 acres of land, 

much of it in the floodplain, increasing flood-

protection costs. High groundwater levels 

also raised contamination concerns. 

 

The CAC recommended construction of a 

new mechanical wastewater treatment 

facility. This option could meet existing 

discharge standards, accommodate future 

regulatory requirements with limited 

modification, improve operational efficiency, 

and allow the existing plant to remain in 

service during construction. 

After accepting the CAC recommendation, 

the City pursued financing through revenue 

bonds and the KDHE State Revolving Loan 

Fund. In August 2000, the city entered into a 

revolving fund loan agreement with KDHE to 

construct a 0.5 MGD extended-aeration 

mechanical wastewater treatment plant. The 

plant came online in summer 2002. 

The project was financed through the 

Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving 

Fund with an original project principal of 

$3,385,268.25. Over the life of the loan, the 

city repaid $4,696,269.05, meaning 

financing costs above principal totaled 

approximately $1.31 million in interest and 

service fees. The loan included a 3.24% 

interest rate, a 0.25% service fee, and 

semiannual payments from 2002 until it was 

fully retired in 2022. 

In 2023, the City Commission approved a 

$35,000 agreement with BG Consultants to 

complete a Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Facility Plan Evaluation.  

 

The evaluation was intended to identify 

improvements needed for consistent 

compliance, especially phosphorus removal; 

develop a 20-year capital improvement 

roadmap; and provide cost estimates and 

phasing recommendations for future 

budgeting and rate-setting. 

At a city commission work session on April 

29, 2026 the city commission BG 

Consultants explained that the plant 

generally has adequate flow capacity and 

performs well for several conventional 

treatment measures, but phosphorus and 

related nutrient-control requirements will 

require process improvements.  

The proposed improvements include 

upgrades to the Aero-Mod treatment system, 

grit removal system, belt filter press, SCADA 

controls, HVAC, site and electrical systems, 

and other related operational components. 

The cost estimate places the total probable 

project cost at approximately $5.37 million, 

including construction, contingency, 

engineering, construction observation, legal 

and administrative costs, and temporary 

financing. This estimate does not include the 

long-term cost of financing the project over a 

20-year repayment period. Due to the overall 

cost, the project was divided into two phases. 

Phase 1 is estimated to cost $3,152,400, 

plus financing. Phase 2 is not under 

consideration presently. 

 

Sewer Plant Faces $5.37 Million Refurbishment 
 

Aerial view of the City of St. Marys Wastewater Treatment Plant, with the facility's major buildings labeled. 
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Street Department employees replace drainage tube in Lakeview. 

April brought nicer weather and a long list of projects. 

We began street patching after the asphalt plant opened, which is usually around the first of April. We used 18.86 tons of 

hot-mix asphalt for street repairs in April, 39.28 tons in May, and 30.29 tons in June through the 15th. 

Tom Flerlage of the Street Department began replacing several rotted pieces of wood on the playground structure in the 

park and on the gazebo. The gazebo will be stained and sealed this year. The wooden play structure was stained and 

sealed last year with help from volunteer Evergy employees who were looking for a local community give-back project. 

Recent rains and warmer weather have kept us busy keeping up with mowing on city property. The heavy rains also washed 

out gravel and asphalt alleys, cutting gullies that we have been regrading and refilling with gravel or patching with asphalt. 

A severe thunderstorm on the evening of May 18 caused power outages within the city limits from downed tree branches. 

Cleanup took the next couple of days, using three trucks and six crew members. 

Two more trees were removed from Riverside Park in May for safety reasons, due to cracks and rotted trunks. 

Also in May, lightning or a power surge damaged a module on Diamond 1. The Utility Department diagnosed and repaired 

it within a week. 

On April 29 we began working with DeVader Concrete to replace broken curbs at several locations around town. To keep 

costs down, the city handles the tear-out and backfill while the contractor forms, pours, and finishes the concrete. This year 

we completed 180 feet for a total of $8,100. 

 

Street & Park Department 
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Twin vertical pumps sit in a duplex 

arrangement - one carries the load while 

the other stands in reserve. 

Gauges and controls mounted above the 

pumps - the monitoring panel that keeps 

the lift station running. 

This wall-mounted drive lets the 

pumps run only as hard as they need 

to - saving energy and easing wear on 

the equipment. 

Most people never see a wastewater lift 

station, yet these small facilities play a critical 

role in many sewer systems. In a typical 

gravity sewer, wastewater flows downhill 

through sloped pipes toward larger mains 

and the treatment plant. When the terrain 

prevents gravity flow, a lift station collects 

wastewater at a low point and uses pumps to 

lift it into a higher pipe or pressurized force 

main so it can continue to treatment. 

A lift station is not a treatment plant. Its job is 

transportation, not cleaning. When it 

operates properly, residents rarely notice it. 

When it fails, the results can include sewer 

backups, overflows, odors, emergency 

repairs, service disruptions, and alarms. That 

is why the equipment inside matters. 

Wastewater enters a collection area (the wet 

well). Level controls monitor the depth and 

signal the pumps to start. The pumps push 

the flow through piping into a force main ð a 

pressurized pipe that carries wastewater to a 

higher elevation or toward the next gravity 

segment. Gauges and sensors give 

operators real-time readings, while alarms 

notify staff if something needs attention. 

Pumps (the heart of the station): Most 

stations use a duplex setup ð two pumps 

instead of one. One pump typically handles 

normal flow as the ñlead.ò The second pump 

serves as a backup or assists during peak 

flows. This redundancy improves reliability 

and allows one pump to be serviced without 

shutting down the station.  

 

Piping and force main: Pumps discharge 

into a network of pipes, fittings, valves, and 

check valves. The pressurized outgoing pipe 

is called a force main. These components 

control flow direction, prevent backflow, 

isolate equipment for repairs, and reduce 

vibration and leak risks.  

Gauges and sensors: Analog pressure 

gauges (visible in the photo) provide quick 

visual confirmation that pumps are operating 

within expected ranges. Operators check 

that gauges are calibrated and that sensing 

lines are protected from damage.  

Control cabinet (the stationôs brain): The 

large gray cabinet on the wall houses the 

electrical controls, pump starters, overload 

protection, alarm systems, and often 

telemetry connections. These systems 

automatically manage pump operation and 

alert staff to problems. 

Wet well: The unseen collection chamber 

where wastewater gathers before pumping. 

Level sensors inside the wet well tell the 

controls when to start or stop the pumps and 

when to trigger alarms. 

Lift stations work best when issues are 

caught early. Routine checks include 

verifying pump nameplate data, inspecting 

piping and valves, testing lead/lag 

sequencing, confirming alarm function, 

reviewing electrical panels, and keeping the 

equipment area clean and accessible. These 

steps help prevent costly emergency repairs, 

reduce the risk of backups or overflows, and 

extend equipment life. 

Bottom line: Residents may never see 

inside a lift station, but the equipment inside 

is essential public infrastructure. It quietly 

keeps wastewater moving to treatment ð 

protecting homes, streets, and the 

environment every day. 

 

Reduce the Risk: 

Homeowners can help reduce the chance of 

a sewer backup by taking a few practical 

steps. A properly installed backwater valve 

can help prevent wastewater from flowing 

backward into a home, especially in lower-

lying areas. During heavy rain or known 

sewer problems, reducing water use can 

lessen the load on the system while crews 

respond. Homeowners should also know 

where their sewer cleanout is located, which 

is usually a capped pipe outside near the 

foundation, so crews or plumbers can access 

the line quickly if needed. Keeping grease, 

wipes, rags, and other debris out of drains is 

also important because these items can clog 

sewer lines and make lift station problems 

worse. For homes with basements or low 

areas, sump pumps and basement drainage 

systems should be maintained, including 

making sure any sump pump has a working 

check valve. A sump pump does not prevent 

a sanitary sewer backup, but it can help 

manage groundwater or other drainage 

issues. 

 

Behind the Door: Whatôs Inside the Lakeview Lift Station 
 

Twin pumps, overhead controls, and a variable-speed drive working as one system. 
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On April 21, 2026 Senator Kenny Titus toured the St. Marys Police Department and discussed law enforcement issues. 

In May, SMPD conducted several internal training events for its officers, including annual firearms qualifications, fighting in and around 

vehicles, vehicle extractions, and yearly X2 Taser training. SMPD trains internally on an ongoing basis to ensure we stay up to date 

on modern policing practices, operate safely, and meet the State of Kansas training-hour requirements for our officers. 

 

Police Department 
 

For the Record 

Chief Derick Cid, appointed November 19, 

2018, has submitted his resignation. His last 

day will be July 20, 2026; he has accepted 

a position in Tampa, Florida. A come-and-go 

farewell reception will be held Thursday, 

July 16, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the City 

Commission Room. Captain Lisa Davis 

has been appointed Interim Chief. 
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Engine 23 flowed 2-1Ĳ preconnected + made hydrant! w/ 150' LDH 

It's a one-line log entry summarizing a fire-ground evolution (a hands-on drill or training run) that Engine 23's crew 

completed on 6/11/26. Here's what each piece is describing: 

Engine 23 is the pumper apparatus - the truck that carries a water pump, an onboard water tank (typically several hundred 

gallons), and hose. Its job is to push pressurized water through hose lines. 

"Flowed 2-1Ĳ preconnected" means they put two 1Ĳ-inch attack handlines into operation at the same time. A 

preconnected is a hose line already attached to a pump discharge and pre-loaded in the bed, so a firefighter can grab it 

and go without making connections on scene. The 1Ĳ-inch size is the standard American interior-attack line - enough 

flow (roughly 150-185 gpm each) to be effective while still maneuverable by one or two people. Running two at once is 

the meaningful part: it tests whether the pump and the incoming water supply can sustain the combined flow demand, not 

just a single line. 

"Made hydrant" is fire-service shorthand for successfully establishing a continuous water supply from a municipal 

hydrant. An engine running off its own tank only lasts a couple of minutes at attack flow, so "making" or "catching" the 

hydrant means they hooked it up and converted Engine 23 into a hydrant-fed pumper, giving it effectively unlimited water. 

"w/ 150' LDH" specifies how: 150 feet of large-diameter hose (usually 4-or 5-inch) ran from the hydrant to the engine. 

LDH is the supply standard because its size moves large volumes of water at low pressure with minimal friction loss - far 

more efficient than older 2İ- or 3-inch supply hose. 

Put together: the crew set up Engine 23, established a sustained hydrant supply through 150 feet of LDH, and successfully 

flowed two 1Ĳ-inch attack lines simultaneously - a combined supply-and-attack drill that validates both the water-supply 

chain and the pump operator's ability to feed multiple lines. 

 

Fire Department 

Do you speak ñFirefighterò? 

Gordon & Chief Marstall The then Chief Ray Barthuly ï 

SCBA demonstration 

SMFD ï vehicle extrication training 

Les Gordon ï EMS Training SMFD in action 


